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This history was compiled by Brian Mildren, from Club and Mitcham City Council 
records and was originally published in limited edition by Brian in 2006. 
 

 
 
Brian has been a continuous member of the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club since 1942.  
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1. Introduction 
 

During conversations with members over Club matters during the last ten years or so I 
had often been told    “You should write it down – write it down!” 

On giving further thought to this, several influencing factors came to mind. 

Firstly, I have been associated with the Club for some 73 years – fifty as Secretary, two 
as Treasurer and as Club Patron these past seventeen years. 

Secondly, I have seen some quite dramatic changes take place at the Club over the 
years.  

Finally, I had better do what I have been told so often:  “Write it down” - not only before 
it becomes too late, but before the memory lapses. 

The efforts of members of this Club over many years (as determined from Club records) 
deserve to be recognized and fully appreciated by the present and future players as to 
the how and why this Club enjoys the excellent lawn courts and social facilities that we 
have today. 

I hope that this short history achieves what I have set out to do. 

 

Brian 
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2. The Beginnings of the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club and Surrounds 

Around 1906, Mr. E. J. Hosking (a well known resident of Hawthorn) put forward the 
idea of securing land to develop an oval for the district before it was lost forever. 

Other local citizens in the Hawthorn area, including Mr. P.L. E. Culley, formed what was 
to be known as the Hawthorn Ward Vigilance Committee. This Committee set out to 
secure sufficient land for the establishment of an oval which would compete favourably 
with any oval in the metropolitan area, with the exception of Adelaide Oval. 

They decided that a property at Hawthorn owned by a Mr. Bloor would be ideal. So after 
his death, they approached his three daughters (The Misses Bloor) to sell the property. 

After tactful negotiations extending over a considerable period, the ladies eventually 
agreed to sell the whole of the land. This land extended from the western boundary of 
the present tennis club up to and across the railway line including the roads known as 
Price Crescent (now known as Hawthorn Crescent ) and Railway Terrace (now known 
as Egmont Terrace) and continuing to Monmouth Road, then westerly but not including 
the land at present used by the Hawthorn Bowling Club. Hawthorn Crescent was the 
dividing road between what is now known as Price Memorial Oval and what were to 
become residential blocks. The price was about two thousand pounds and the buyers 
were allowed a month to find the purchase price. 

The Committee then formed itself into the Hawthorn Oval Trust. Members of the first 
trust were Messers R. Thomson, E. J.Hardy, P.W.E. Culley, W. Tomlinson and J.L. 
Price. The first President was Mr. R. Thomson and the Secretary Mr. P.W.E. Culley. 

They proceeded to sell allotments according to a plan prepared by Mr. Cully. Allotments 
were sold to the extent of two thousand seven hundred and fifty pounds which enabled 
the Trust to complete the purchase of the property from the Misses Bloor, and obtain 
the oval area free of debt. 

However, it was found that after laying out the oval there was insufficient land for 
bowling greens, tennis courts and possibly a croquet green. On investigation, it was 
found that the land where the bowling club is now situated belonged to a Mr. Heun. He 
was an admirer of the late Hon. Thomas Price, so he very reasonably cooperated by 
selling the land for one hundred pounds deposit, the balance to remain on mortgage at 
current interest rates. He stated that on his death, his wife would provide for the 
liquidation of the mortgage. 

The Oval was laid out by the Oval Trust as were the bowling greens and tennis courts. 

The grassing of the Oval proved to be most frustrating .The Adelaide Oval authorities 
had suggested that couch grass obtained from golf links near Glenelg would be the best 
to use. Teams of volunteers bagged the grass and transported it to the oval which had 
been ploughed and harrowed prior to the planting. Unfortunately, despite all the 
watering, a severe hot spell killed most of the couch. 

It was not until the third effort that the whole project took shape, was completed by 1910 
and officially opened by the then Governor of the State, Sir Day Hort Bosanquet  in 
1911.  It was named the Price Memorial Oval, after the late Thomas Price, a former 
premier of South Australia who had resided in Hawthorn. 
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It is worth recording that the picket fencing around the grounds was erected by 
voluntary labour, local residents turning out on Saturday afternoons and holidays, and 
even in the early mornings during the week. The fencing material was purchased from 
the Lion Timber Mills at a cost of four hundred and twenty five pounds. Of course the 
original picket fence deteriorated over the years and was eventually replaced with 
galvanised posts and cyclone mesh by the Mitcham Council. 

The Trust also ran an open air picture show at the oval on Saturday nights during the 
summer months. However, the financial returns were poor, as it was invariably a night 
for gully winds. 

Prior to the official opening of the Price Memorial Oval, it appears that two grass tennis 
courts, plus two earth courts, were laid out. 

Several years later (around 1913) the interest in tennis was such that a request to 
replace the two earth courts with two additional lawn courts was made to the Oval Trust. 
Information about the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club from 1911-1921 is very sketchy and 
whether the above request came about at that time is open to question. However, four 
lawn courts were eventually established although it is not clear when this took place. 

The Tennis Club was occasionally recorded in the minutes of the Price Memorial Oval 
Trust meetings. In 1921, a lease agreement for three years was signed between the 
Oval Trust and the Tennis Club. This lease indicated that the H.L.T.C. was to rent that 
piece of land situated in the north western corner of the grounds known as the Price 
Memorial Oval and being that portion known as the four lawn tennis courts and which 
said piece of land measured 190 foot long by 130 foot or thereabouts. 

Certain conditions were attached to the lease outlined in the Memorandum of 
Agreement signed on July 1st 1921 (see overleaf). Some key points of this Agreement 
were -: 

1. Rent to be five pounds per annum calculated on a membership of 25 men and 20 ladies. 
A further charge of five shillings for each additional man and two shillings and sixpence 
for each additional lady was to be made. 

2.  The Hawthorn Bowling Club could exercise a right to acquire the two easterly courts. 
The Tennis Club in lieu thereof would be given possession of the grassed area known 
as the Hawthorn Oval Croquet Club. Such land was to be handed over in a fit and 
proper condition for the playing of tennis.  

3.  The Tennis Club shall neither play nor allow to be played any games on the said lawn 
tennis grounds on Sundays.  

4.  The said Tennis Club shall pay all rates and taxes on the said lawn tennis grounds. 
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Here is an early plan of the Price Memorial Oval complex. 
 
 

 
 

 
It should be noted that the Hawthorn Croquet Club had its first lawn near the western 
end of the Bowling Club rinks. This was in 1922. The croquet club moved to the Angas 
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Road site in 1947 and in 1973 acquired sufficient land for an extra half size lawn. The 
vacated area fronting Monmouth Road was taken over by the bowling club to provide 
additional rinks for its members. 

The Price Memorial Oval Trust was eventually incorporated under The Associations 

Incorporations Act of 1890 and became The Price Memorial Oval Incorporated. A lease 
to the Hawthorn Bowling Club of a portion of the land owned by the body was signed on 
the first of January 1924 for a period of 25 years. Unfortunately the description of the 
actual site is very unclear.  A memorandum of lease described the following: 

1. Southern boundary. 

This was to be taken as the existing line of fence and building plus eight feet additional in width 
commencing at the south west corner of the kiosk, extending along to a point 40 feet east of the 
south west corner of the visitors room, then easterly along the present line of fence and gate. 

2. Eastern boundary 

This is from Monmouth Road along Price Crescent (now Hawthorn Crescent). 

3. Northern boundary 

This is from the corner of Price Crescent westerly along Monmouth Road to the existing wire 
netting fence on the western side of the bowling green. 

4. Western boundary 

This is along the before mentioned fence and the western end of the kiosk and to 8 feet to the 
south thereof. Additional land is to cover a further 70 feet to the west end of and parallel to the 
wire netting fence and kiosk and the additional 8 foot before mentioned. 

In addition, the Bowling Club was to submit plans for a building estimated to cost not 
less than three hundred and fifty pounds. On approval this meant that the Price 
Memorial drinking water fountain had to be removed at the expense of the lessee to a 
site to be approved by the Corporate Body. 

From what I can recollect, there was a drinking fountain somewhere near the eastern 
end of the present centre fence between courts 2 and 4. This drinking fountain was 
never replaced after the courts were re-sited in 1960. In searching Mitcham Council’s 
records on Price Memorial Oval, I could find no mention of its removal or relocation. I 
wonder what happened to it – probably ended up in someone’s backyard!! 

On the 21st December 1928 the Price Memorial Oval Incorporated was transferred to 
the District Council of Mitcham – the consideration being the discharge of a liability of 
484 pounds. The Mitcham Council then leased back the balance of the land to the Price 
Memorial Oval Incorporated for a number of years until 1947 when the entire 
management was taken over by the City of Mitcham. 

The old oval entrance gates were replaced in 1941. New gates were donated by Mr. 
Dunks (a well known M.P.) and were to be known as the John L. Price Memorial Gates. 
They were officially handed over to the Oval Trust on December 6th 1941 by Mrs. Price 
in the presence of the Governor of South Australia, Sir Malcolm Barclay-Harvey.  

The official program for that occasion is shown below and overleaf. 
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3. The Club’s history from 1932 onwards. 

Club records that are available begin with the 1932 season; earlier records were 
evidently lost in transition. The Club had no permanent club house and held its 
meetings at the homes of committee members and occasionally at the “Kiosk” which it 
would seem was a special room at the bowling club. 

In 1934 a brush shelter was erected next to the courts for ten pounds, but unfortunately 
it was blown down in 1944-45 after a wild storm. There were many discussions on the 
issue  of the establishment of a club house but basically the problem was always related 
to finance and the matter was usually deferred. 

In 1936 the club, because of an increase in membership, decided to try and extend the 
four grass courts to the south. To do this, it became necessary to secure the courts 
adjoining the southern boundary. These were occupied by the Price Memorial Oval 
Tennis Club, which at the time, only had seven members and it was hoped that they 
would be prepared to be absorbed by the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club. Unfortunately, 
not all members were accepted as players as their standard fell short of the 
Committee’s requirement. Late in 1937 it was learnt that these two courts had been let 
to another club - the Presbyterian Tennis Club, an offshoot of Scotch College - and so 
the opportunity to expand was lost.  

Several years later, the committee authorised the purchase of some garden seats. Mr. 
M. Whittle was unable to buy any suitable seats in reasonable condition, so decided to 
construct four. These are still in use and have been suitably plaqued.   

Once again the matter of the club dressing room accommodation was discussed during 
1937. At this time the Oval Trust was considering the construction of a building south of 
the courts for the purpose of providing dressing room facilities for the various sporting 
bodies which were active at that time on the Oval. Both tennis clubs would share the 
dressing room. The committee of the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club voted that they would 
be in favour of the building scheme provided that the club had the sole use of the ladies’ 
and men’s dressing rooms and suggested that they be located at the northern side of 
the building. 

The Trust proposal also included a social room. The H.L.T.C. stated that if it was to be 
shared by the other clubs and visitors, then it would not be interested in the use of such 
a room. Eventually, the decision from the governing body was that the H.L.T.C. be 
excluded from the building scheme. The Trust-envisaged building was never 
constructed.  

A new Club proposal to attempt to build its own club rooms was initiated late in 1938, at 
a cost not to exceed sixty pounds. Plans were passed by the Mitcham Council and the 
Oval Body. Once again there were delays, until several members including Mr. Max 
Whittle, erected a building consisting of two sections 8 feet long x 10 feet wide with an 
open space between of 18 feet x 10 feet. Eventually power was connected and a 
concrete floor put in the southern and middle section. A lift up hatch was installed in the 
southern section enabling afternoon tea to be served.  

This structure served the members well until 1960 when the Bowling Club took over our 
two northern courts and re-sited us to our present position. 
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Max and Dot Whittle 
Members from 1933-34 to 1954-55 

 
The northern section of that building had one long shelf and was used as a store room 
for paint, old chemicals etc. and had a primus stove used to heat the water for afternoon 
tea. One of the chemicals stored there was potassium chlorate, a commonly used weed 
poison at the time. The primus had to be pumped up and a water container then placed 
on top ready for afternoon tea. Unfortunately, one day, the brown paper container of 
potassium chlorate was too close to the primus and caught alight. There was an 
almighty commotion - the potassium chlorate had exploded. Players came from 
everywhere to see what had happened but luckily no one was inside the store room at 
the time. So we learnt - do not ever store potassium chlorate near a naked flame. 

When I first joined the Club in 1942 the courts were more northerly – in fact the present 
southern bowling club rinks were our two northern courts while the present courts 3 and 
4 were our two southern courts. The fences consisted of wooden posts and galvanised 
wire netting. A creeper covered the northern and half the eastern boundary fence 
making the courts very secluded. The courts were maintained in the period before and 
after I joined the club by various greenkeepers, none of whom were entirely satisfactory. 
Consequently much of the work had to be carried out by members - top dressing, 
fertilising, cutting and lining the courts and fence restoration. Prominent amongst those 
members were Max Whittle and Bill Winter who were ably assisted by a number of other 
members. 
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In the 1930s finances were low and the Club found it necessary to hire the Bowling 
Club’s mower for a fee of nine pounds a year, later reduced to seven pounds ten 
shillings. In 1935, after much discussion, the Club purchased its own electric mower - a 
Scott Bonnar model which was paid off over a twelve month period. This mower was 
worked pretty hard - the top two southern courts were thick with nut weed which used to 
jam the mower on occasions. 

The net posts were not like they are today. They consisted of wooden posts (5 inch by 5 
inch) fitted with iron crosses at the base with the the post then braced back with two 
wires attached to two steel stakes. Rather dangerous if chasing a wide ball! No centre 
net straps were used as we do have these days. 

From the earliest of days water was always a problem. Numerous wells were sunk 
seeking a good water supply. One was even located in the south west corner of the 
present court 3. This was eventually filled in during 1937-38. However, it did subside 
about ten inches during 1972. 

In 1932 the Club made a contribution to the sinking of a bore in the Oval proper.  A 
report on this stated: “A contract was given to a Mr. Hayes to put down a trial bore to 
approximately sixty feet at a charge of six shillings a foot or ten shillings a foot if cased”. 
The bore was put down to seventy feet. A limited water supply was struck at forty five 
feet and a considerably increased amount at fifty two feet. The bore was eventually put 
down to seventy feet on the advice of the assistant Government Geologist. The water 
then rose to within forty feet of the surface ie thirty feet of water. On analysis it proved to 
be of exceptional good quality and could be freely used on lawns, trees and flowers. It 
was then decided to sink a well, the cost to be borne as follows:- 

 Oval committee 60% 

 Bowling Club 27.5% 

 Tennis Club 12.5% 

The well was to be sunk close to the bore at a spot indicated by a water diviner. A 
contract was let to sink the well to “seventy feet at a cost of twenty one pounds - 
timbered twenty eight pounds - and a pump to lift one thousand gallons per hour”. A 
secretary’s report to the 1935-36 AG.M. stated that the water pumping used throughout 
the season resulted in a considerable saving to the club. Over the next few years it 
appears that the supply of water was insufficient to cater for the Oval, Bowling Club and 
Tennis Club and it ceased to be used. 

In the late 1930’s and early 1940’s, it was very difficult to obtain the services of a 
satisfactory greenkeeper. Although they were fully employed, Mr. Max Whittle oversaw 
the top dressing and fertilising of the courts, the repair of fences and general 
maintenance while Mr. Bill Winter (a later President) with the assistance of several other 
club members undertook the watering of the courts, usually at night. Bill would cut the 
courts and line them for Saturday play, then return in the afternoon for his game of 
tennis. 
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In 1947, the Mitcham Council took over the maintenance of the courts at a cost of sixty 
pounds per year. During the period 1932-47 it had been difficult to obtain the services of 
a suitable greenkeeper, but once the Council took over, we were hoping for better 
things. Unfortunately the oval greenkeeper was expected to look after the oval, cricket 
pitch in season and croquet club in addition to our four courts. It was not until 1986 that 
we obtained the services of our own greenkeeper brought about by the Council 
adopting the user pays principle. 

Sometime between 1958 and 1960 the Bowling Club had approached the Mitcham 
Council indicating that they required extra rinks to cater for the older residents of the 
area. At this time the Bowling Club had several Mitcham Councillors on their Committee 
so the Tennis Club had no option but to accept the re-siting of two courts to the south. 
Quite a lot of negotiating took place between the Council, Bowling Club and Tennis 
Club. Initially it did not appear that sufficient land was available to site the courts two by 
two and that the new layout might have to be two by one by one. However the Council 
was able to negotiate with the owners of the adjoining properties to acquire sufficient 
land to lay down the courts two by two. Mitcham Council intimated that it would now be 
an ideal time to replace the old wooden posts and wire netting side stops with steel 
posts and cyclone mesh. 

As Club finances were low at the time Council made a contribution to the cost of 
materials and erection and provided the Club with a loan for the balance. Arcweld’s 
quote was accepted at a cost of ₤356-7-6. Council contributed ₤141-7-6 the Bowling 
Club ₤20-0-0 leaving a balance of ₤195-0-0 payable by the Club over five years. 

Now that the courts had been resited a new clubroom was required. The Club accepted 
a quote from Adam Engineering Co. for a galvanised iron structure 24 feet 4 inches by 
16 feet by 8 feet at a cost of ₤167-0-0 less 5% for cash plus ₤32-0-0 for erection. The 
Council came to the rescue once again and provided an additional loan of ₤138-0-0. 
This loan plus that of the fences came to a total of ₤333-0-0 and was now to be paid 
back in full over seven years.  However, some modifications became necessary to the 
new clubroom – two 8 feet by 8 feet doors were installed on the northern side opening 
out to the courts and later a verandah was added to give some protection from the sun 
for those members waiting to play. 
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Members outside the clubroom during the 1961-62 season. Note the wooden racquets. 
L to R: -,Bill Winter,-, Barbara Brice, Alan Good, -, -, Colin Ellis, Joy Crase, Yvonne Perrin, Brian 

Kahl, Joan Wauchope, -, -, -, -, -, Brian Mildren, Nan Mitchell 
 
At this time a new road was laid into the oval. Prior to this the entrance was just a dirt 
track gouged out by each vehicle coming and going, especially during the winter 
months. In addition the Club decided to improve the area on the eastern side of the new 
clubroom and the Committee obtained approval to set up a garden. Concrete borders 
were poured and soil added but unfortunately the ambitious project was never 
completed. 

After the relocation, our water supply still came from Monmouth Road in old one inch 
pipes and was proving to be inadequate. In 1966 an approach was made to Mitcham 
Council to obtain a water supply from Sussex Terrace via the property which is now 
known as the Keith W. Pearson Reserve. This property had been bought by Council 
originally with the thought that another entrance could be made into the Oval. It was 
being mooted at the time that League Football might be attracted to the area. Luckily for 
us this did not eventuate. The club purchased sufficient two inch Nylex plastic pipe to 
run from Sussex Terrace to the Club House, with a tap on each court. Adequate 
watering during the day was still a problem – water pressure was still poor despite the 
new service. After numerous meetings on site with the E. W. S. supervisor, the outcome 
was that nothing could be done to improve the pressure as our supply was at the end of 
the water run. To overcome the problem of watering, Mr. Wally Beale (later President), 

Mr. Brian Arnold and myself were rostered in two hourly shifts to water the courts over 
the weekends (often Saturday or Sunday nights). The entrance to the Oval was always 
locked at sunset in those days and we had to climb over the gate until we were 
eventually given a key. 
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There were several occasions when Council employees were carrying out maintenance 
work on the Keith W. Pearson Reserve that a shovel pierced the plastic water pipe. 
Eventually this section was replaced with a galvanised water pipe and joined to our 
plastic section on court 3 where a turn cock has been installed. This spot is marked with 
an arrow on the boundary fence. 

The Council also made use of our water service to keep the reserve in tip top condition. 
I made many visits to read the meter located underground on Sussex Terrace checking 
on how much water the Club used in its watering program. Eventually a financial 
arrangement was made between the Council and the Club that was satisfactory to both 
parties. 

It was not until 1973 that the Committee decided to install an automatic watering 
system. This was initially set up by W. Butler & Co. a firm specialising in these systems. 
Numerous changes to the layout were made over the ensuing years by several ex-
employees of Butlers who had set up their own business – Hockney, Reid and 
Symonds. Graham Symonds would attend whenever difficulties arose and I had him 
come out every pre-season to check that the system was fully operational. Watering 
now took place at night when the water pressure was at its highest. The system was 
updated in 1986 at a cost of close to $1200.  

During the 1960’s a new road had been constructed into the Oval. There were no 
bitumen parking bays at the rear of the Club house as is today-all unsealed. During 
heavy rain a stream of muddy water would flow through the clubroom creating an 
unholy mess. So in 1967 an approach was made to Mitcham Council for financial 
assistance to build a more substantial clubroom. 

The Council suggested the Club submit three designs from local builders together with 
an estimated cost. D. Pett & Co was the successful tenderer (with the present design) 
with a quote of $4294. The Mitcham Council were again most co-operative and provided 
not only a donation of $800 but allowed the Club to keep the proceeds from the sale of 
the existing clubroom. This was sold for $220. In addition a loan of $4000 was provided, 
payable back over 20 years. With a few added extras the final cost was around 
$5200.The new building was completed in 1967 and officially opened by the Mayor of 
Mitcham Mr. Cyril Hood, on December 2nd 1967. An article on the opening appeared in 
the Messenger Press at the time. 

A copy of this can be seen overleaf. 
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The loan was paid off in 1986 and a new lease signed for a further period of 20 years. 
Many improvements have been made over the years- new curtains, tables and chairs, 
telephone, television, P.A. system, air conditioning, bar and liquor licence, to name just 
a few. 

During the 1965-66 season the members were keen to install lights on courts 1 and 2. 
Permission was obtained from Mitcham Council and four stobie poles were purchased 
from the Electricity Trust who then erected them at no charge - a service, so they said. 
Before the stobie poles could be erected, I made arrangements to remove and replace 
a substantial section of the eastern boundary fence. The Trust bored two holes and 
cemented the two eastern poles into position. 

Then a heavy truck had to make its way gingerly across the court to the western 
boundary and carry out the same procedure. Fortunately the turf was sufficiently hard 
that no damage was done to the courts. All that remained was for me to level the soil 
around each pole to complete the job.  

The necessary lights were purchased and installed, and the courts opened for night play 
in 1966. The lights were upgraded in 1989, and then again in 1997 at a cost of seven 
thousand five hundred dollars. This cost was subsidised by a grant of two thousand 
dollars from the Department of Sport and Recreation and by the sale of the existing 
lights. The final cost to the Club was approximately four thousand dollars. 

In 1968, net posts, net and shuttlecock were purchased for badminton. Club minutes 
record thanks to Mr. F. Iversen and Mr. D. Collier for their efforts in setting up the court 
on the lawn area on the eastern side of the Club house. The post holes are still there 
somewhere!! This was all brought about by the large increase in membership and 
consequent waiting time to get on the courts. 

In 1970 a wooden stepladder was purchased for five dollars and a gestetner for twenty 
five dollars. 

Over the years nets were always being sent off to be repaired- the canvas tops would 
perish, the net cords would break and the whole net would require re-taping. In 1980 the 
Committee decide to purchase four top grade nets at a cost of approximately four 
hundred and fifty dollars. The expense was well worth it as they are still in use and have 
required very little repair work. 

The in ground strap holders (3 per court) were made and donated by one of our late 
members, Mr. W. King. Prior to this, we used to hammer in inverted U shape steel 
holders each Saturday.  

The net straps were made from car seat belts and have been in use since 1988. In 
1976, the Club had problems with a disease in courts 1 and 2, which resulted in large 
bare areas which gradually increased in size as the disease progressed. The 
Committee decided that the only remedy was to remove all the grass and re-sow the 
two court areas. 

The Mitcham Lions Club removed and relocated the lawn turf to an area of Brownhill 
Creek in the vicinity of the old bridge just past the camping area and our courts were re-
sown in September. The Club hired courts at the Belair National Park during the 
growing period and returned on December 16th 1976.Unfortunately, the hired courts 
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took their toll on several members – Phyl Prideaux broke an arm and others suffered 
minor injuries. As time went by, the base line area became a problem and re- blocking 
was carried out on numerous occasions during the season. Eventually as a trial, two 
canvas strips 2 feet wide and 36 feet long were purchased and placed just outside the 
baselines. This resulted in a vast improvement to the worn turf, so a further six were 
purchased to fit all four courts. These have not been used over the last 5 -6 years, 
which is a pity as I had considered them to be most satisfactory in preventing excessive 
baseline wear. 

In another move to prevent excessive wear on the backline, the Committee in 1977-78, 
resolved that courts 1 and 2 be switched to run east-west at the beginning of March 
1978.The new net pole positions were put in place by swinging the nets from the 
existing centre post so that the nets ran north – south. The net pole positions are still 
there-covered by grass of course-but can be found by probing the area. 

In 1982, the Committee decided that the Club should be incorporated and this was 
successfully carried out over the season. 

During 1982, I indicated that the club should have a services board to give recognition 
to those who had occupied the position of President, Secretary and Treasurer over the 
years. In addition it would provide some prestige to the Club. I stated that I would 
provide the board if the club would have all the names added. The Committee accepted 
the offer and the board was installed late in 1982. An additional board has since been 
added.  Also during 1982, the Committee decided that new chairs and tables were 
required to upgrade the facilities, so 70 chairs and 2 new tables were purchased. The 
old wooden type chairs were successfully sold off to a second hand dealer. 

As a further improvement, in 1983 four ceiling fans were purchased and installed. Also 
during the year, the Committee decided that a guard rail along the eastern boundary 
fence was required to prevent damage to the cyclone fencing resulting from cars 
backing into it. 

The Club purchased the necessary piping and fittings and obtained an excellent price 
for installation provided we could assist in its erection. Of course, I volunteered. A 
boring contractor was engaged to drill the necessary holes for the steel footings. 
Unfortunately he struck so many creek stones that his equipment was badly damaged. 
We finished the 120 ft. length in two days. 

In 1994 the club erected a further 110 ft using the same contractor and volunteer- the 
boring contractor was more cautious and fortunately this time – no damage to his 
equipment. In 1984, the lawn in front of the club house was removed and replaced with 
paving. The lawn had proved to be unsatisfactory and hard to maintain. The paving was 
also extended across to the roadway behind court 2. Also in 1984, Mitcham Council had 
decided that sporting clubs should be self supporting. As a result, the club needed and 
obtained the services of a greenkeeper - Mr. Malcolm Upton. He held the position until 
2001 when he retired. He did an excellent job over his time as greenkeeper and 
cooperated fully with the Committee during his 17 years of employment. 
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An important date occurred during the 1986-87 season. Our loan for the building of the 
club house was paid off and the club requested a further 20 year lease. After 
negotiations with the Council, the lease was prepared and signed by the President at 
the time, Mr. R. Strunk, for a further 20 years. 

On the 23rd January 1990, the club was successful in obtaining a restricted liquor 
licence. After much thought and discussion a contract was let to construct a bar area in 
the south eastern corner of the club house. The total cost was $1850. 

During 1991, further improvements to the amenities at the club saw the installation of a 
Bonaire evaporative air conditioner and the provision of a telephone service. The 
Committee also spent money having the jarrah floor re-surfaced. Unfortunately, the 
initial result was not very satisfactory- in fact it had to be done three times. 

In 1994, the Mitcham Council, after a survey, changed the name “Hawthorn Oval” back 
to its original name of “Price Memorial Oval”. 

In 1995, the rainwater tank was de-commissioned. The large number of gum leaves 
falling on the roof resulted in the water becoming contaminated. A decision to install a 
Waterways filter system to overcome the problem has been well vindicated. 

During 1997, a P.A system was installed, while the hot water service originally installed 
in memory of one of our late life members, Mr. W. Winter, was replaced. 

Back in 1936, it was recorded in the minutes that members were not happy with the way 
the sets were arranged. Some members had been at the courts for long periods of time 
for one set, whilst others had had three sets. The problem occasionally arose until 1990. 
The suggested remedy was to make a list of players in order of arrival and mark each 
player with the number of sets played. 

Having tried various systems and methods, Mr. R. Paton (an active and non active 
member from 1968 -1989) and myself, devised and constructed the present layout of 
the set board in 1990. Each member has five name tags and on arrival places one of 
them in the “to play” slot, from which the captain arranges the sets. On completion of 
each set the player takes another of the name tags and repeats the procedure. Each 
arranged set is left on the board until the end of the days play.  

The Captain does not have to remember who plays with who and is able to ensure an 
even days play for all members. In order to know when a member arrives, the first tag 
was painted yellow at both ends - an idea put instigated by Dr. R. Fitzpatrick - a former 
Captain of the Club and current President. 
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4. Club Presidents  
 

The early 1930’s saw the following members elected to the position of President 

Mr. A. Bartrop 1932-33 

Mr. H. Tomlinson 1933-34 

Mr. A. Bartrop 1934-35 

Mr. L. Fuss 1935-36, 1936-37 

Very little information is available about these men who obviously deserved the privilege 
of being elected Club President.  

 

Mr. E. (Ted) Price 

He was a member prior to the 1932-33 season and was elected Vice President from 
1934-35, 1935-36 and 1936-37 before becoming President for the 1937-38 season. He 
held this office until 1948-49. I joined the Club during the latter part of his Presidency 
and from what I can recall, he was of medium height, balding, slightly plumpish and 
round faced with a jovial disposition. He was extremely generous, supplying afternoon 
tea on opening days and supper at Committee meetings. He did not play a great deal of 
tennis, but when he did, he wore the traditional white trousers. He was made a life 
member in 1937-38. 
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Mr.Maurice Selth 

Maurice joined the Club in 1936-37. He was elected to the General Committee in 1938-
39 before taking over the duties of Secretary for four years (until 1942-43). He took over 
the position of Vice president in1943-44 and held this until 1948-49. He was elected 
President in1949-50 from Mr. E. Price and held this position until 1954-55. 

He was a slightly built athletic individual of medium height and dark hair. He was an 
extremely keen tennis player coming out early on Saturdays and then having his home 
made lunch with fellow members, Max Whittle, Bill Winter and Dick Ringwood. 

He was a meticulous man and conducted all meetings with authority. He left the Club 
around 1956 to continue his banking career interstate. 

At time of compilation no photograph was available. 
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Mr. W. (Bill) Winter 

Bill joined the Club in 1937-38. His first official position was as Captain in 1943-43.This 
was followed by three years as Secretary 1943-44 to 1945-46.He was elected Vice 
President the following year(1946-47) then opted out of official positions for one year. 
He once again held the position of Vice President in 1948-49 and held this position until 
1954-55 before being elected President in 1955-56. He served in this capacity until 
1967-68. He was a dedicated individual and carried out the President’s duties most 
effectively. 

For a number of years he was “jack of all trades” - watering the courts at night during 
the week, cutting and lining on Saturday mornings and then playing in the afternoon. 
Junior coaching was an integral part of Bill’s life and he took over in 1961-62 and 
continued until ill health forced him to retire. However, he still took an interest, and 
provided a trophy for the most improved junior for a number of years. He was an 
excellent left handed player possessing a swinging service and strong forehand. He 
died in 1974 after 35 years as a member during which time he acted as Greenkeeper, 
Captain, Committeeman, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President and finally President. His 
family donated our first hot water service in his memory and this is suitably plaqued on a 
wall adjoining the heater. 
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Mr. Wally Beale 

Wally first joined the Club in 1950-51 and was elected to the position of Vice Captain for 
the 1953-54 to 1955-56 seasons. He then took over the Captain’s job for the next two 
years until 1957-58. The following season he was elected Treasurer-a position he filled 
for 3 years until 1960-61. The following seven years were devoted to the Vice 
Presidency until he was elected to the position of President in 1967-69. He held this 
position for 3 years, then in 1971-71 he returned to the position of Vice President, 
occupying this until 1972-73.Several years later Wally resigned from the club to take up 
other pursuits. 

He was a most enthusiastic person carrying out all the Club responsibilities for the total 
benefit of fellow members. He was a steady tennis player and won several trophies over 
his 25 years association with the Club. 
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Mr. Frank Iversen 

Frank became a member in 1961-62. Two years later he was elected to the General 
Committee. This was followed by seven years as Vice President (1964-71). He was 
elected President in 1971-72, a position he held until 1973-74. He did not stand for re-
election in 1974-75 but took on the Vice Presidency position in 1975-76. Once again he 
stood down and it was not until 1978-79 that he occupied an official position- that of 
Treasurer. He held this for one year. Not only was Frank involved in an official capacity 
during his membership, but he took a very active part in the junior coaching program 
after the deaths of both Bill Winter and Alan Good. He carried on for a number of years 
before relinquishing the job because of ill health. His efforts were recognised by being 
made a life member in 1980. After a relatively short illness, Frank died in 2003. 

A television in the club room has been plaqued in his memory. 
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Mr. Brian Smallacombe 

Brian was accepted as a member in 1961. He soon became involved in the running of 
the Club and was elected to the position of Treasurer in 1963, which he occupied until 
the 1965-66 season. He then served three months on the General Committee before 
moving interstate. On his return in 1968 -69 he was elected Vice President, which he 
held until 1969-70. It was not until 1971-72 that he took a position on the General 
Committee and repeated this in 1972-73 before being elected Vice President in 1973-
74. He then took over from Frank Iversen as President in 1974-75 and held this office 
until 1975-76. Brian was rather an authoritative individual who ran the Club in a 

most professional manner. 

He was an excellent tennis player and won 14 Club championships during his time as a 
member.  At the end of the 1977-78 season, he resigned as a member. 
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Mrs. Phyllis (Phyl) Prideaux 

Phyl first joined the Club in 1966. She soon became interested in the running of the club 
and was elected Treasurer in 1970-71. She occupied this position for three years. After 
relinquishing this position she was elected as Vice President in 1973-74, holding this 
position for the next two years. In 1976-77 she was elected President - our first lady 
President.  

She stepped down after serving one term but took on Vice President for 1977-78 and 
1978-79. After serving these official positions she relinquished any further Club 
positions. She proved to be a valuable asset to the Club and was made a life member in 
1985. Phyl was a steady player and won several Club tournaments eventually finding 
that croquet was less strenuous. She joined the Hawthorn Croquet Club where she was 
a member for a number of years. 
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Mr. Rollo Teague 

Rollo was accepted as a member in 1969. After several years he was elected to the 
general Committee in 1971-72 and again in 1972-73. It was not until 1976-77 that he 
once again took on an active role – that of Vice President. The following year he was 
elected to the office of President (1977-78). Rollo was also re-elected President for 
1978-79.  

Rollo had property in the country which required his attention and he resigned from the 
Club around 1980. He was a gentle “gentleman” who none the less conducted the 
affairs of the Club in a most capable and thoughtful manner. 

Rollo was a steady type of player and was successful in 1971-72 with a win in the men’s 
doubles championship. 
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Mr. John Mulcahy 

John joined the Club in 1977, arriving as a life membership of the Colonel Light West 
Tennis Club. He soon took an active role in the running of the Club and was elected 
President in 1979-80. He held this position until 1982-83 – a period of four years. 

He rested then for one year before taking a position on the general Committee in 1984-
85 followed by Vice President and Vice Captain in 1985-86.After another year off he 
once again accepted the position of President for the 1987-88 season, a position he 
held until 1990-91.  

During the next six years he was a Vice Captain and a Vice president at various times, 
but then was again elected President in 1997-98 and also 1998-99. John brought 
sobering leadership to the Club and was very concerned with the way subscriptions 
were raised and used in the running of the Club. He was an effective Chairman and a 
good speaker and was always involved in Club activities. John was a very astute tennis 
player winning numerous Club tournaments over the years (twelve in fact). 
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Mr. Des Milne 

Des joined the Club in 1975. It was not until 1979-80 that he became active in Club 
matters, being elected as Vice President. He held this position until 1982-83 and was 
elevated to the position of President in 1983-84, which he held for three years. He did 
not stand for any position the following season but was re-elected Vice President in 
1987-88. The following year in 1988-89, he was made Captain. After a break of one 
year he was nominated as Vice President for 1990-91, followed by President for the 
ensuing two years until1992-93. After a break of three years he was elected to the 
General Committee in 1996-97 and became Vice President again in 1997-98. Des was 
an excellent choice as President, conducting the affairs of the Club most efficiently, and 
he was always able to put his point of view across most effectively.  

Des was a tall, well built athletic individual who in my opinion was probably one of the 
best tennis players the Club has seen. He won 29 club tournaments during his playing 
days. Des and his wife Jan both resigned from the club at the end of the 1996-97 
season. 
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Mr. Richard Strunk 

Richard joined the Club in 1967. After a number of years he was appointed Vice 
President in 1977-78. After this one year turn it was not until 1984-85 that he was 
appointed to the position of Vice Captain. He was elected President of the Club in 1986-
87 after an association of some 20 years. Unfortunately he resigned in July 1987 and 
his position was filled by Mr. M. Lamshed until the Annual General Meeting in August 
1987. 

Richard was a likeable individual but because of circumstances, found his position 
difficult to hold down. During his term of office, his most notable achievement was to 
prepare and sign a new 20 year lease of the Club site with the Mitcham Council. 

During his stay at the Club, Richard won several tournaments.  

 

At the time of compilation no photograph was available. 
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Mr. Robert Hicks 

Robert first came in contact with the Club as a junior under the coaching scheme with 
Bill Winter. He joined the Club in 1961-62, and was a member until 1963-64 when he 
left to play competitive tennis. He rejoined again in 1975-76 and played three seasons 
before becoming a non-active member for the ensuing four years. He left after that time 
and did not rejoin again until 1988-89. Robert then became interested in the running of 
the Club and was elected to the General Committee in 1990-91, then was made Vice 
President for 1991-92, 1992-93, and finally President in 1993-94. He then continued in 
the position until 1996-97. He was again elected President for the 2002-03 season. 

Robert showed that he had definite ideas on all Club matters and worked for the welfare 
of all members during his term of office. He oversaw the upgrade of the court lighting 
and was instrumental in having a P.A. system installed in the club house. 

Robert is a capable tennis player who unfortunately has not been able to win any of the 
club tournaments at this stage. 
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Mr. Geoff Dyer 

Geoff and his wife Ruth joined the Club in 1991-92. He was nominated for President in 
1998-99 and was subsequently elected to the position. He successfully held this office 
for 1999-00, 2000-01 and 2001-02 seasons. 

Geoff approached the job of President in an easy going manner but at all times with the 
club interests at heart. He involved himself in all Club activities and brought a thoughtful 
and steadying influence to the Club.  Geoff has been an effective and innovative bar 
manager for several years. 

Geoff is a steady and deceptive tennis player and has won several club tournaments.  
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Mr. Barry Fuss 

Barry first joined the Club in 1988-89. After five seasons his employment took him 
interstate for a number of years. On his return in 1999-2000 he soon became interested 
in Club matters and was elected President for the 2002-03 season. 

He carried out the Presidential role most efficiently, but unfortunately, health problems 
prevented him from nominating again for the 2003-04 season.  

Barry was quite a competent player, winning several Club tournaments before ill-health 
brought about an early retirement. 
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Mr. Leith Bell 

 

Leith joined the Club in 1993-94. He served on the Committee as Treasurer for two 
years, 1995-96 and 1996-97. In 2002-03 he presented the Club with two wine barrel 
drinking tables which have proved to be a boon over the past decade. He was also 
instrumental in the purchase of a deluxe refrigerator, a barbecue and a modern pie 
warmer. 

He was elected President for the 2004-05 and also 2005-06 seasons. He has been 
active in tracing and obtaining photographs of all life members going back to the 1930’s 
(8 in total). These have been framed, named and hung in the clubroom. 

Leith is a deceptive player - particularly his ‘whipping’ forehand - and has won several 
Club championship tournaments. 
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Mr. Neil Wadrop 

Neil joined the Club in 1995, was elected to the Committee in 1997-98, was a vice 
captain in season 2004-5, and then elected as President for season 2006-7 during 
which he then organised for the interior painting of the Club house.  He held that 
position for four years, ensuring that the Club’s centenary year (2009-10) was a 
particularly successful one which embraced both past and present members. He also 
arranged for the celebration of the 40th anniversary of the opening of the Clubrooms 
during the 2007-8 season.  

In addition, his drive and enthusiasm saw an increase in the number of Tuesday 
evening players and the subsequent celebration of their enjoyment of association with 
the Club through the introduction of an end-of-the-month barbecue which is generally 
still a well attended function. 

He is a “Club man”, always striving to improve facilities, increase membership and 
ensure that members have fun and enjoy their tennis and their involvement with the 
Club. 

Neil was elected to the position of Captain for the 2013-14 season. 

As far as his tennis is concerned, he is a very capable player often exhibiting ambi-
dextrous ability when chasing down difficult shots. 
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Dr. Robert Stone 

Robert joined the Club in 1985. He has occupied various offices over his time as a 
totally-involved member, including Auditor on several occasions, Treasurer in 1988-89, 
Vice President in 1989-90, President in 2010-11 and Committee member again the 
following season.  

He is essentially a tireless “behind the scenes” man undertaking a wide range of 
support  functions for the Club and its membership. Not only is he well-versed in matters 
archeological, but he has a talent for woodworking, producing several valuable items for 
use in the Clubroom viz  the “Captain’s Board”, the “Brian Mildren Clubroom” signage 
and the second “Office Bearers” honour board.  

Tennis-wise, while every shot was not a winner, Robert exemplified gentlemanly 
sportsmanship and enduring commitment on the court. 
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Ms. Shirley Fisher 

Shirley joined the Club in 1994 and was elected Vice President for the 2010-11 season. 
She was the elected to the position of President for 2011-12, and then again for 2012-
13. She is only the second female President in the history of the Club, approaching her 
role with great enthusiasm and with sound ideas about what was required to manage 
and to improve the Club, always ensuring that it was a pleasant and happy venue for all 
members.  

Shirley is a steady double tennis player, always displaying encouragement for those on 
both sides of the net and affirming good play by all concerned. 

 

 
 
 
 



41 
 

 
Dr Rob Fitzpatrick 

Rob joined the Club in 1990, serving as Captain from 1995 to 1999, during which time 
he contributed significantly to Club management and development, including the 
establishment of a members’ register.  He was elected President for the 2013-14 and 
2014-15 seasons. For several seasons his time at the Club was interrupted by injury 
and considerable work commitments. 

Rob is a very competent tennis player, known for his shot variation, his ‘never say die’ 
attitude, sportsmanship and pleasant demeanour on and off the court. 
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5. Club Secretaries 
Since the 1932-33 season, the club has had 13 Secretaries. 

Mr. G.Mudie    served 3 years 

Mr. D Neill    served 3 years 

Mr .A. Swanson   served 1 year 

Mr. M. Selth    served 4 years 

Mr. W. Winter   served 3 years 

Mr. R. Graham   served 2 years 

Mr. B. Mildren   served 50 years 

Mrs. B. Lee    served 4 years 

Mrs. S. Matz    served 3 years 

Mr. K. Brooks   served 4 seasons (2006-7 to 2009-10) 

Mr. W. Haack   served one season (2010-2011) 

Mrs. J. Allen    served one season (2011-12) 

Mrs. A. Fitzpatrick   served three seasons (2012-13 to 2014-15) 

Unfortunately I do not have much information on Messers Mudie, Neill and Swanson. 
Both Mr. M. Selth and Mr. W. Winter went on to become Presidents of the club. By way 
of interest, Mr. R. Graham who resigned after his term of office because of his 
employment, tried to rejoin again around the late 1970’s early 1980’s. Unfortunately at 
that time the membership was full so he went to the Millswood Tennis Club. He 
eventually became very involved in the running of that club and was recently made a life 
member. I took over from Roger Graham and filled the position for the next 50 years. 
Mrs. B. Lee then became Secretary for the ensuing four years followed by Mrs. S. Matz 
for a three year period. Kevin Brooks was a most efficient, effective and hard-working 
Treasurer for four years, undertaking a range of practical hands-on activities in addition 
to his administrative duties.  
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6. Club Treasurers 
Since the 1932-33 season the club has had twenty Treasurers. 

Mr H.Micklem actual time not recorded 

Mr Max Whittle served 8 years 

Mrs D Whittle served 3 years 

Mr B.Mildren served 2 years 

Mr G.Kinsmen served 10 years 

Mr.W.Beale served 3 years 

Mr.R.Arthur served 2 years 

Mr.B.Smallacombe served 3 years 

Mr.L.Davis served 1 year 

Mr.A.Good served 3 years 

Mrs. P.Prideaux served 3 years 

Mrs B.Lee served 5 years 

Mr.F.Iversen served 1 year 

Mr.B.Arnold served 10 years 

Mr.B.Drew served 5 years 

Mrs.M.Jenkins served 1 year 

Mr.L.Bell served 2 years 

Mrs C.Cousins served 1 year 

Mr.R.Stone served 2 years 

Mr.D. Messner has continued to serve as Treasurer since the 2000/01 season. 

Some familiar names are listed as Treasurers of the Club. Mr. H. Micklem was the first 
listed (later made a life member for his services), followed by Mr. Max Whittle for 8 
years, then his wife Mrs. Dot Whittle filled in for a further 3 years. I took over the position 
in 1946-47 and 1947-48.  After this Mr. G. Kinsman served a period of 10 years followed 
by Mr. W. Beale (later President) for 3 years, Mr. R. Arthur for 2 years, then Mr. B. 
Smallacombe (later President) for 3 years. Mr. L. Davis served a 1 year term followed 
by Mr. A. Good for 3 years, then Mrs. P. Prideaux (later a President) for 3 years and a 5 
year period by Mrs. B. Lee. Mr.F. Iversen (later a President) took over for 1 year 
followed by a 10 year period by Mr. B. Arnold. On the resignation of Mr. B. Arnold, Mr. 
B. Drew undertook the position and carried out the duties for 5 years before handing 
over to Mrs. M. Jenkins. She served one term and was followed by Mr. L. Bell for 2 
seasons. Mrs. C. Cousins served one year before Mr. R. Stone took over for the 
ensuing 2 years. Mr. D Messner (now a Life Member) was then elected to the position 
and at the time of this update has served as Treasurer for 15 years, quite a remarkable 
effort. 
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7. Club Captains 
Season  Captain   Season   Captain 

1933-37  A. Matthew   1990-93  Mrs B. Lee 

1937-38  S. Lowe   1993-94  G. Dyer 

1938-40  R. Pocock   1994-95  Mrs B. Lee 

1940-42  A. Hewett   1995-99  R. Fitzpatrick 

1942-44  W. Winter   1999-2003  G. Durbridge 

1944-46  J. Taylor    2003-04  Ms L. Emery 

1946-47  H. Bowman    2004-05  J. Mulcahy 

1947-53  R. Ringwood    2005-06  D. Grady 

1953-54  R. Graham    2006-07  Mrs B. Plane 

1954-56  A. Toms    2007-10  R. Plane 

1956-58  W. Beale    2010-13  I. Morony 

1958-67  A. Good    2013-15  N. Wadrop 

1967-68  R. Strunk    

1968-70  B. Arnold 

1970-73  D. Collier 

1973-74  D. Messner 

1974-75  F. Fullston 

1975-77  T. Reid 

1977-79  F. Fullston 

1979-80  T. Reid 

1980-83  F. Fullston 

1983-84  P. Cock 

1984-85  T. Reid 

1985-86  P. Stone 

1986-87  Mrs B. Lee 

1987-88  R. Paton 

1988-89  D. Milne 

1989-90  T. Reid  
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8. Club Patrons 
Since 1932-33 various men have been nominated as Patrons of the Club. The earliest 
recorded is that of Mr. E. Price who was Patron from 1948-49 to 1953-54. 

The Mayor of Mitcham Mr. Whicker followed in 1954-55. Mr. McGay also a Mayor of 
Mitcham, was then invited to be Patron and he accepted this position from 1955-56 to 
1958-59.   

No Patron was nominated for the ensuing two years. 

In 1961-62 Councillor Burnard accepted the position and held this until 1963-64. Again 
the following two years saw no Patron in office and it was not until 1966-67 that 
Councillor J. Morris accepted the position. He acted as Patron until 1967-68 when Mr. 
C. Hood was invited and accepted the position from 1968-69 to 1971-72. 

The following two years saw the Mayor of Mitcham Mr. Byles fill the position.  

There was no Patron in 1974-75, but Mr. C. Hood then accepted the position from 1975-
76 to 1991-92. Ill health and his subsequent death saw the position vacant from 1992-
93 to 1997-98. 

I have been in the position of Patron since the 1998-99 season. 
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9. Life Members 
Mr. H. Micklem 

Very little information is available concerning Howard Micklem, but it appears that he 
was a member in the early 1920’s up into the late 1930’s. He had evidently given great 
assistance to both the Secretaries and Treasurers at various times and was awarded 
life membership in 1936-37. 

 

 
 

 

Mr. E. Price 

Ted Price was listed as a life member in the 1937-38 membership list. More is known 
about him when he became President and later Patron of the Club. Evidently he must 
have worked and supported the Club in a manner that earned him life membership prior 
to 1937-38. His commitment to the Club in the ensuing 10 years would have earned him 
the distinction. 
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Mr. W. Winter 

Bill was awarded life membership in 1961-62 as a result of his unselfish work for the 
Club over 24 years. More details of his involvement in the Club are set out under 
“Presidents of the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club” section. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. B. Mildren 

I joined the club in 1942-43 and was granted life membership in 1961-62 after serving 
two years as Treasurer and thirteen years as Secretary. I went on to complete 50 years 
as Secretary during which time I saw many changes take place at the Club. I was 
presented with a Club flag after 40 years of service. The actual site for the removable 
flag pole has been changed as the inscription on the brass plate attached to the 
concrete footing was being continually vandalised. The plate has now been attached to 
the actual flag pole and this is now erected close to the southern backstop on suitable 
occasions. A photograph of the presentation can be found in the club house. Then 5 
years later I was presented with a special medallion at a function at the German Arms 
Hotel at Hahndorf to commemorate 45 years of service.  

On completion of 50 years as Secretary, the President, Mr. J. Mulcahy presented me 
with a wristwatch, suitably engraved, on behalf of all members in recognition of my 
service to the club. 

In 1997 I was presented with a framed certificate by the Mayoress of Mitcham (Mrs. 
Caddy) awarded in recognition of an outstanding contribution to the City of Mitcham in 
the category “Service to Sport”. 
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Mr. F. Iversen 

Frank was successfully nominated in 1980 for life membership of the H.L.T.C. 

During his membership he had served on the General Committee, as Vice President for 
7 years, as President for 2 years and Treasurer for one. In addition he had assumed the 
responsibility of the junior coaching program taking over after the deaths of both Bill 
Winter and Alan Good. 
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Mrs. P. Prideaux. 

Phyl was made life member in 1985. She was an unselfish worker for the Club and an 
asset to me during her membership. Before the days of photocopying, she would assist 
me in the preparation of all notices by “cutting a stencil”, inking the Gestetner and then 
turning the handle and praying that the notices would come out smudge free. She was 
President for one year. 

 

 

Mr. B. Arnold 

Brian was accepted as a member in 1964-65. He soon became interested in Club 
matters and was on the General committee for two years, 1965-66 and 1966-67. The 
following year saw him elected as Vice President followed by Club captain in 1968-69 
and 1969-70.This was followed by three years as Vice President 1970-71 to 1972-73. 
He did not seek re-election for a number of years before accepting the duties of 
Treasurer in 1979-80. 

He carried on the position for ten years. Brian was a very conscientious Treasurer and 
carried out his duties to the ninth degree. He was successfully nominated for life 
membership in 1990 having been associated with the Club for 25 years, 18 years of 
which was in an official capacity. 
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Mr. M. Lamshed 

Milton joined the Club in 1972, but it was not until 1983-84 that he nominated for a 
position on the General Committee. He was re-elected to the position again and held it 
until 1988-89 when he was made Assistant Treasurer in 1989-90. In January 1990, the 
Club obtained a restricted liquor licence and so the Assistant Treasurer was in effect the 
name for the person in charge of all liquor purchases and sales. He held this position 
until 1997-98 when its official position became known as “Bar Manager”. He 
successfully held this position up until 2003-04. Because of his long and onerous 
service and financial ability to make the bar a profitable asset of the Club, he was 
successfully nominated for life membership in 2000. 

 

 

Mr. J. Mulcahy 

John joined the Club in 1977 and was elected President for the 1979-80 season, a 
position which he held for four years until 1982-83. He was  then re-elected to the 
presidency for the period 1987-88 to 1990-91.  After serving in a number of positions in 
the intervening years, John was again elected as President for 1997-98 and 1998-1999.  
A fine gentlemen, a distinguished achiever and an excellent player.  

 
 
 



51 
 

Mr. D. Messner 

David joined the Club in 1971 and was a member of the championship winning 
Saturday morning team in 1991. During his time at the Club, David has held a number 
of Committee positions – Captain in 1973-74, a member of the General Committee in 
seasons 1973-74, 1974-75, 1975-76 and again in 1984-85. He was also Vice President 
in 1976-77 and 1982-83, auditor for six seasons (1980-81 to 1988-89), and has ably 
managed the position of Treasurer since the 2000-01 season. David’s long association 
with a range of Club activities and his long-term dedication as Treasurer were 
recognised by Club members through his election as a Life member in 2013. 
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10. Office Bearers of the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club Inc. 
 
Season  President   Secretary  Treasurer 
1911-31                                                     No records available 
1932/33  A.Bartrop    G.Mudie   H.Micklem 
1933/34  H.Tomlinson    G.Mudie  H.Micklem 
1934/35  A.Bartrop    G.Mudie  H.Micklem 
1935/36  L.Fuss    D.Neill  M.Whittle 
1936/37  L.Fuss    D.Neill  M.Whittle 
1937/38  E.Price    D.Neill  M.Whittle 
1938/39  E.Price    A.Swanson  M.Whittle 
1939/40  E.Price    M.Selth  M.Whittle 
1940/41  E.Price    M.Selth  M.Whittle 
1941/42  E.Price    M.Selth  M.Whittle 
1942/43  E.Price    M.Selth  M.Whittle 
1943/44  E.Price    W.Winter  Mrs. D.Whittle 
1944/45  E.Price    W.Winter  Mrs.D.Whittle 
1945/46  E.Price    W.Winter  Mrs.D.Whittle 
1946/47  E.Price    R.Graham  B.Mildren 
1947/48       R.Graham  B.Mildren 
1948/49       B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1949/50  M.Selth    B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1950/51  M.Selth    B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1951/52  M.Selth    B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1952/53  M.Selth    B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1953/54  M.Selth    B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1954/55  M.Selth    B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1955/56  W.Winter    B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1956/57  W.Winter    B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1957/58   W.Winter    B.Mildren  G.Kinsman 
1958/59  W.Winter    B.Mildren  W.Beale 
1959/60  W.Winter    B.Mildren  W.Beale 
1960/61  W.Winter    B.Mildren  W.Beale 
1961/62  W.Winter    B.Mildren  R.Arthur 
1962/63  W.Winter    B.Mildren  R.Arthur 
1963/64  W.Winter    B.Mildren  B.Smallacombe 
1964/65  W.Winter    B.Mildren  B.Smallacombe 
1965/66  W.Winter    B.Mildren  B.Smallacombe 
1966/67  W.Winter    B.Mildren  L.Davis 
1967/68  W.Winter    B.Mildren  A.Good 
1968/69  W.Beale    B.Mildren  A.Good 
1969/70  W.Beale    B.Mildren  A.Good 
1970/71  W.Beale    B.Mildren  Mrs P.Prideaux 
1971/72  F.Iversen    B.Mildren  Mrs.P.Prideaux 
1972/73  F.Iversen    B.Mildren  Mrs.P.Prideaux 
1973/74  F.Iversen    B.Mildren  L.Davis/Mrs.B.Lee 
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Season  President   Secretary  Treasurer 
 
1974/75  B.Smallacombe   B.Mildren  Mrs.B.Lee 
1975/76  B.Smallacombe  B.Mildren  Mrs.B.Lee 
1976/77  Mrs.P.Prideaux  B.Mildren  Mrs.B.Lee 
1977/78  R.Teague   B.Mildren  Mrs.B.Lee 
1978/79  R.Teague   B.Mildren  F.Iversen 
1979/80  J.Mulcahy   B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1980/81  J.Mulcahy   B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1981/82  J.Mulcahy   B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1982/83  J.Mulcahy   B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1983/84  D.Milne   B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1984/85  D.Milne    B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1985/86  D.Milne   B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1986/87  R.Strunk   B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1987/88  J.Mulcahy   B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1988/89  J.Mulcahy   B.Mildren  B.Arnold 
1989/90  J.Mulcahy   B.Mildren  B.Drew 
1990/91  J.Mulcahy   B.Mildren  B.Drew 
1991/92  D.Milne   B.Mildren  B.Drew 
1992/93  D.Milne   B.Mildren  B.Drew 
1993/94  R.Hicks   B.Mildren  B.Drew 
1994/95  R.Hicks   B.Mildren  Mrs.M.Jenkins 
1995/96  R.Hicks   B.Mildren  L.Bell 
1996/97  R.Hicks   B.Mildren  L.Bell 
1997/98  J.Mulcahy   B.Mildren  Mrs.C.Cousins 
1998/99  J.Mulcahy   Mrs.B.Lee  R.Stone 
1999/00  G.Dyer   Mrs.B.Lee  R.Stone 
2000/01  G.Dyer   Mrs.B.Lee  D.Messner 
2001/02  G.Dyer   Mrs.B.Lee  D.Messner 
2002/03  B.Fuss   Mrs.B.Lee  D.Messner 
2003/04   R.Hicks   Mrs.S.Matz  D.Messner 
2004/05  L.Bell    Mrs.S.Matz  D.Messner 
2005/06  L.Bell    Mrs.S.Matz   D,Messner 
2006/07  N.Wadrop   K.Brooks  D.Messner 
2007/08  N.Wadrop   K.Brooks  D.Messner 
2008/09  N.Wadrop   K.Brooks  D.Messner 
2009/10  N.Wadrop   K.Brooks  D.Messner 
2010/11  R.Stone   W.Haack  D.Messner 
2011/12  S.Fisher   J.Allen  D.Messner 
2012/13  S.Fisher   A.Fitzpatrick  D.Messner 
2013/14  R. Fitzpatrick   A.Fitzpatrick  D.Messner 
2014/15  R. Fitzpatrick   A.Fitzpatrick  D.Messner 
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11. The Committees 
 
As the years go by and new members join, some record of the achievements of past 
Committees is necessary for those new to the Club to appreciate how it has survived 
and developed until the current 2013-14 season. 
Very early records have been lost over time but I have reviewed the past 40 years to 
give some idea as to what has been achieved. 
There is always one function which is firm in my mind! This occurred in 1976 - a period 
when Club finances were low - when it was proposed to conduct a major raffle. Funds 
were short because in 1957 the two northern courts were re-sited, a new galvanised 
clubhouse was required, as was new fencing.  
With the general Committee’s consent David Maegraith (a great Club supporter for 
many years), Trevor Reid and Richard Strunk formed a sub-committee to organise the 
money raiser. The following correspondence sets out the details of conducting the 1976 
raffle. 
Copy 
Mr Brian Mildren 
Secretary 
Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club 
37 French St 
Netherby 5062 
 
Dear Brian 
 
Further to your letter of 13th September, I am pleased to submit to you all relevant details regarding the possibility 
of forming a sub-committee to conduct a major raffle for our Tennis Club. 
 
As a result of a meeting held on Thursday the 30th of September, Richard Strunk, Trevor Reed and the writer would 
be prepared to form such a sub-committee to be responsible for the organising of a major raffle. 
 
The prizes to be offered would be: 
 
1st prize  Colour T.V. set 20 in. National value $600-00 
2nd prize  Seakist food parcel        50-00 
3rd prize  Kodak pocket camera 300             47-70 
4th prize  Polaroid camera 33        37-95 
5th prize  Copper Wall Etching        15-00 
6th prize  Canamat         15-00 
7th prize  Parker Pen         12-00 
8th prize  Bottle of Great Western Champagne                     5-00 
       $782-65 
A Parker Pen will be offered to the Seller of the winning ticket as an incentive to the Members. 
 
With the exception of the Colour 20 in T.V. set, all prizes will be donated. Mr. Don Collier has very kindly arranged 
for the purchase of the Colour T.V. set cost of which will be $550-00. 
 
Tentative arrangements have been made for Bagot Press to print 75 raffle books containing 20 tickets. The 
approximate cost will be between $10 and $12-00. 
 
A fourteen day period is required for the registering of a raffle. The licensing fee is $5-00 plus 2% of the gross value 
of the total proposed amount of tickets to be sold. This cost will be $30-00. 
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As Bagot Press will require approximately three days to print the required amount of tickets the books should be 
ready for distribution on or about the 5th of November. The books cannot be printed until we have received our 
Registration number. 
 
This will allow members five full weeks of selling, using the 11th of December as our closing date. 
 
Our total expenditure will be: 
 
 Cost of purchase of 1 x Colour T.V. set   $550-00 
 Registration of raffle          35-00 
 Printing of raffle books (75x20 tickets/book), say            12-00 
 Postage of    “         “      (65x20)         13-00 
 Postage on follow up letter , say                           5-00 
        $615-00 
 
Assuming we are successful in selling all 75 books there will be a maximum of 1500 tickets. 
 
A copy of a suggested letter to be sent to the members with their raffle books is attached together with a copy of 
hurry hurry letter which would be sent to members on or about the 1st of December who have not returned their 
monies and butts to the Treasurer. 
 
The necessary form required to register a Raffle is attached. 
 
We have taken the liberty of outlining the main points that we should all be aware of in relation to conducting this 
raffle correctly. 
 
        Yours faithfully, 
 
        DAVID L. MAEGRAITH 
 
The lottery showed a profit of $527, considered to be an excellent result given that a full 
member’s annual subscription was then $28 compared to $320 for the 2014-15 season. 
 
 
No Club can function fully unless it has a good Committee and loyal members to 
support its decisions. Back in the 1930’s and early 1940’s it appears that many 
members wished to be involved in Club matters. There was always a President, often 
four or five Vice Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer and Captain plus a General 
Committee of four. In addition, there was a Tournament Committee of up to five and a 
Social Committee varying to ten. Notwithstanding all this, the tournaments were not 
always completed and there were not a great number of social activities. Some other 
factors must have had an influence – the Second World War was on of course and so 
enthusiasm suffered.  Committee meetings were not held that regularly - three to four a 
year plus an A.G.M. in August. The 1950’s and early 1960’s still saw the Committee 
meeting on few occasions, perhaps two, three of four times a year. 
It was not until 1966 when Club matters reached a stage that I, as Secretary, suggested 
that meetings be held monthly. This system has now been in vogue for almost fifty 
years. As time went by, the number of Vice Presidents was reduced to two and now 
one, while the Tournament Committee has fallen by the wayside. All tournaments are 
now organised and run by the Captain and Vice Captains (one male and one female). 
The Social Committee was found to be unwieldy as it always reported back to the main 
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Committee before any decisions could be made. Now all social events are planned and 
organised by the Committee as a whole. Today the new streamlined Committee 
consists of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Bar Manager, Captain 
and not less than two or more than four other members. At least two Committee 
members shall be female. Usually three Sub-Committees are formed from within the 
main Committee, namely Selection, Greens and Finance. 
 
Although our tennis season on the lawn courts usually begins in mid-October and 
finishes in May, the Committee still meets on a monthly basis with the A.G.M. held in 
August. 
 
In 1967 we opened the new brick clubhouse (now the Brian Mildren Clubroom) with the 
cost for that development covered by a 20 year loan from the Mitcham Council. 
 
Over the years there were many fund raising events. To name a few, these included: 
theatre nights, bingo evenings, fashion parades, various breakfasts, fondue evenings, 
sausage sizzles, hamburger teas. Notable events included -: 
 
. Wine and beer tastings – about 12 over 40 years, raising $3,500 
. Lamington drive – raising $300 
. ‘Surf and Turf’ dinner – raising $298 
. Several “theme” nights – raisning over $400 
. Christmas buffet – always resulting in a profit. 
 
 
Since 1990, the bar takings have produced a profit averaging $4,000 per season. (It is 
interesting to note that a proposal made in 1979 to seek a liquor licence was rejected at 
the A.G.M.) 
 
I retired as Secretary at the end of the 1998 season. Not a great deal of detailed fund-
raising information is available in Committee minutes from 1998-2005, but each 
Committee raised about $1,000 per annum on average. 
 
Season 2006-7 
 
During the season a number of significant improvements were undertaken by Neil 
Wadrop as President,  Kevin Brooks as Secretary and an active Committee. These 
included - : 
. painting the interior of the Clubroom 
. replacement of the window curtains with retractable blinds 
. installation of a new power board 
. application for a State grant to install a secure fence around the lawn area to 
 encourage younger families with children to join the Club 
. application to the Commonwealth government for a grant to install a sub-surface dripper 
 irrigation system to alleviate spiralling costs associated with watering the courts. 
 
In addition, quite a number of social events were organised.  
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Season 2007-8 
 
This season was a momentous one, with the following activities taking place -: 
 
. The 40th anniversary celebration of the opening of the Clubhouse with past and present 
 members and their families attending a special function 
. The naming of the clubhouse as the “Brian Mildren Clubroom” in the presence of Mr 
 Ivan Brooks, Mayor of Mitcham 
. The naming of the bar as “Milton’s Bar” in recognition of his efforts in negotiating  for the 
 liquor licence and his subsequent long service as bar manager 
. Success in gaining the State grant for the security fence 
. Success in gaining the Commonwealth grant of $36,000 to install the underground 
 watering system (which was then installed between seasons) 
. Significant upgrading of the kitchen 
. Renewal of the lease for 5 years with the Mitcham Council 
. The establishment of procedural formality associated with the tendering process for 
 annual greenkeeping/court maintenance activity. 
 
However the season was marred by a burglary when the Clubroom was entered, the 
liquor refrigerator was vandalised, with liquor and sundry items stolen. The repair and 
re-supply bill amounted to $2,100.  
   
Season 2008-09 
This season saw the Committee overseeing the completion of the installation of the sub-
surface irrigation system as well as attending to adjustments to the court lighting. 
Social events included the annual Christmas party, a “European Fare” evening in the 
Clubroom, a Presentation dinner and an end-of-season function. As usual, the takings 
from “Milton’s Bar” provided a boost to Club funding. 
A proposal to establish a combined Sports and Social Club at the Price Memorial Oval 
complex was raised by the Hawthorn Bowling Club. Meetings of representatives from 
the Bowling Club, the Mitcham Football Club and our Club were attended by our 
President and Vice President. The early ‘ball park’ costing for the development was 
expected to be of the order of $3-5 million, with the majority of the funding being sought 
via a Commonwealth government community development grant.  Any shortfall between 
any grant received and the final cost of the project was then expected to be shared 
between the co-tenants. At the close of the season no formal decision on continuing 
with the proposal had been reached although it was made clear to the proposal’s 
steering committee that our while our Club was prepared to support the proposal in 
principle, our Club was not prepared to invest any significant funding in it or to lose any 
of the Club’s rights to continue with its independent existence and playing amenities. 
The proposal eventually lapsed. 
 
Season 2009-10 
This was the Club’s centenary season and invitations to attend a special occasion at the 
Clubroom were sent to as many past members whose contact details could be 
uncovered by the writer and Kevin Brooks, Secretary.  Present members were also 
invited to attend a highly successful afternoon function on November 22nd 2009. Many 
of the past members renewed acquaintances from years before and gathered on the 
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courts of a group photograph. Framed photographs of the “old and the new” then placed 
on the Centenary Wall in the Clubroom.  
 

 
Centenary Season – Current Members 

 

 
Centenary Season – Some Past Members 

 
A State government grant of $8,500 was received during the season, with the following 
items being purchased to improve the Club’s playing and social amenities -: 
 
. six new-style (‘Wimbledon’) net posts 
. two new nets 
. a plumbed-in, filtered and refrigerated water cooler 
. a refrigerator to hold food items associated with social functions 
. the development and installation of a ‘Club Captains’ honour board. 
 
Neil Wadrop, the President, donated a new microwave oven to the Club on the occasion 
of the centenary year. 
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Almost-monthly social functions were held throughout the Centenary season, with each 
being socially and financially successful. The end-of-season luncheon was held at the 
Glen Osmond Golf Club in recognition of the centenary season. 
 
Throughout the season the above ground and below surface watering systems were 
under constant review, especially as the cost of watering the courts was on the 
increase. 
Season 2010-11 
 
The Committee met on 11 occasions during the season, with a wide range of issues 
being discussed. These included -: 
 
. the operation of the above ground and sub-surface watering systems, resulting in the 
 replacement of some water piping 
. attention to some of the ageing backstops  
. the finalisation of activities associated with the installation of a “Club Captains” honour 
 board  
. the purchase and installation of a digital television set after long-term discussion  about 
 that possibility and 
. consideration of the steps to be taken to increase the Club’s membership which had 
 declined from the previous season.  
 
Six social functions were arranged during the season, with the “Champagne Brunch” 
and the annual Christmas function among those which were particularly well attended. 
The end-of-season function was held at the Mt Osmond Golf Club. 
 
It was a sad season also in as much as Kevin Brooks, the Club’s very competent 
Secretary from 2006-2010, passed away. Kevin ‘lived’ the Club as both secretary and 
player and will be sadly missed.  
 
 
Season 2011-12 
 
The two major issues discussed by the Committee related to -: 
 
. further investigation into water use and escalating water costs, and  
. continuing increases in electricity costs. 
 
The social calendar included the well-attended Christmas function, an evening of fun 
and frolic at the Irish Club, and an enjoyable end of season luncheon at the Clubroom 
catered for by the ‘Texas Bull Machine”. 
 
Brian Mildren submitted a costed proposal to the AGM relating to the possible 
conversion of courts 1 and 2 to a synthetic playing surface. At the AGM it was proposed 
that a sub-Committee of interested members be convened by the Secretary to further 
research the suggestion. Following a change of Secretary early in the next season, that 
sub-Committee was never formed. 
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Season 2012-13  
 
The President and Treasurer attended a meeting in June at which a consultant engaged 
by Mitcham Council sought to investigate the establishment of a master plan to develop 
the Price Memorial Oval complex. No further information has yet been circulated by 
Council to the co-tenants of the complex. 
Basic routine maintenance requirements were discussed throughout the season by the 
Committee. As an outcome it was agreed that several nets and net posts were to be 
repaired at the end of the season. 
 
Six reasonably profitable social functions were held throughout the season, with a 
successful Christmas and end-of-season functions being held at the Clubhouse once 
again. 
 
In relation to the above, significant credit must be given to all Committee members over 
the years who have given of their time and efforts to arrange and to conduct the affairs 
of the Club, to ensure that the Clubroom’s interior and its surrounds have been well-
presented for functions and who have then tidied up after them, who have tended the 
barbecue and the bar, who have washed and put away glassware, cutlery and dishes 
and the like.  
 
The assistance of Club members in assisting Committee members to conduct these 
regular social activities, and in welcoming new members to the Club, is also gratefully 
acknowledged.  
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12. Tennis at the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club. 
From the 1930-1940 records that are available, social tennis formed the backbone of 
the tennis season. However doubles tournaments, handicap doubles tournaments and 
even singles tournaments were played during this period. In addition, the women 
players nominated in an association competition played during the week where they had 
mixed success. 
 
When I first joined the Club in the early 1940s, Club championships were held, but on 
many occasions took weeks to complete. Matches would start in December and finish in 
late February or even not at all on several occasions. Various excuses were put forward 
by some players, eg. “I didn’t feel up to playing a tournament today”, or “my partner isn’t 
available this week and I won’t be available next week” etc. In the 1948-49 season it 
was decided that all tournaments be of three sets – the 3rd being advantage and that 
matches start within four weeks of opening day. It appears that it was a most successful 
venture and the same format was adopted for 1949-50. A charge of two shillings per 
entry was made to cover the cost of trophies. 
 
By 1952-53 a further change was made to the format- preliminary sets- first to 9 games- 
semifinals and finals, best of 3 sets, the 3rd being advantage. The next three years saw 
further changes – American tournaments only to be held each month- entry fee being 
one shilling. Competitive teams were entered in the Metropolitan Grass Court 
Association for the 1955-56, 1956-57 and 1958-59 seasons. Unfortunately the teams 
had little success. No teams were nominated after 1958-59. The original concept was to 
attract new members to the Club, but this did not happen. 
 
No further tournaments were held until 1963-64 – one advantage set being the format 
and this carried on until 1966-67. 1967-68 saw the Club move into its new brick 
clubroom and from that year the Club has regularly conducted championships in men’s, 
ladies’ and mixed doubles. The results of all these matches have been recorded in a 
special “Championship” folder while the names of all winners are displayed on two Club 
Championship boards. Various other formats have been used over the ensuing years to 
provide entertainment for members eg. round robin tournaments, fun or novelty 
tournaments, etc. with prizes for the winners. 
 
Changes have also been made to the method of player participation in the tournaments. 
The method of “choose your own partner” held sway for many years, but often resulted 
in the best players playing with their equals. Admittedly, club champions are recognised 
as being the best players in the club, but being essentially a social organisation this was 
always not in the best interests of members, with many deciding not to participate 
because it appeared a foregone conclusion who would win. In order to stimulate all 
members to take part, it was eventually decided to even up the competition by 
combining the stronger players with their less-strong counterparts. This certainly 
produced some very close and interesting matches and seems to have been met with 
the approval of players. 
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The introduction of the “tie breaker” system has also meant that a clear cut winner has 
been obtained. I can recollect on several occasions in a 9 game set where neither team 
had lost a service game and the result 9-8 gave the match to the team serving first. On 
reviewing the Championship records many familiar names appear and many different 
combinations of players with some interesting results. Much of this becomes a faint 
memory as the years pass by. It is fortunate that detailed records have been kept from 
the 1963-64 season onwards. These records are certainly an asset to the club and form 
an integral part of the history of the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club. 
 

Saturday Tennis 
Since the Club was formed back in 1910 many hundreds of players would have been 
listed as members. The membership numbers have not fluctuated greatly over the 
years, being around 50 during the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s but reaching the 70 mark in 
the early 1970s, then back to 60 in the 1980s and 1990s. Presently we have around 50, 
but it appears that economically we need 60. Usually the split of men to ladies has been 
around 50/50 but back in 1960-61, men were outnumbered 2 to 1.The following year it 
was back close to 50/50 again. In many ways, and for many years, the club has been 
dependent on Saturday membership to survive. 
Over the years costs have risen dramatically. The fees at the moment equate to 700 
cents per Saturday per member compared to 12 cents for men and 9 cents for ladies in 
1942-43. The various Committees have organised various types of match play and 
tournaments culminating in the Club championship. Since the new club house was 
officially opened the names of all the winners have been displayed on the 
Championship Board. 
 

Wednesday Tennis 
This began back in the late 1950’s and was recognised as “Ladies’ Day”. In the 1960s 
there was an upsurge in women players - nearly 30 in fact - with the official designation 
of “associate member”. Many would leave their children at kindergarten, play their 
tennis and by midday leave to pick up their offspring on their way home. As time went 
by, numbers gradually fell off. A suggestion was made that perhaps some of the 
Saturday men players would join in if the ladies approved. The proposal was welcomed 
with open arms!  These days the Wednesday players are made up of Wednesday ladies 
and men (all associates), combined with Saturday members who have the privilege of 
Wednesday play included in their annual subscription. 
 

Tuesday Night Tennis 
Tuesday night tennis began when the first set of lights were installed in the 1965-66 
season. At this time no daylight saving was in vogue so the lights were on from 7 p.m. 
to 10.30 p.m. Over time, the number of players making use of the facility declined - poor 
lighting being one reason for this. The club then decided to upgrade the lights in 1988 
and purchased four special incandescent globes which gave a much better illumination 
of the playing areas.  
By 1999 it was felt that another upgrade was necessary to make night tennis more 
attractive to prospective new members. This upgrade cost the club in the vicinity of 
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$4000. Tuesday night associate membership was also introduced in 1999 and resulted 
in quite a number of new participants. 
At the present time, daylight saving has meant that tennis can be played until 7pm or so 
before the lights are required.  The enthusiastic group of younger Tuesday evening 
members often play until 10pm, enjoying a very pleasant social gathering each week.  
 

Junior Coaching 
This commenced around 1959 and initially some 60 children attended on Saturday 
mornings for a fee around two shillings each per Saturday morning. Bill Winter was able 
to secure Mr. Ray Woodforde as supervisor for several seasons before taking over 
himself in 1962. He continued coaching for several seasons with the able assistance of 
Alan Good. After retiring from active coaching in 1968 because of ill-health, Alan took 
over, and with the assistance of Frank Iversen and other club members, carried on until 
1969.  Unfortunately Alan died in 1970. 
 
Frank Iversen then stepped in and carried on the good work until 1973 when arthritic 
trouble in his ankles and feet restricted his movements.   
 
The 1974 season saw a professional coach (Mr. Ross Clare) taking over the reins and 
he continued until lack of juniors in the area saw the gradual curtailment of the coaching 
program. 
 
By 1984, the whole business of junior coaching was suspended indefinitely. 
 
However, over the coaching years trophies were presented, initially by Bill Winter for the 
most improved junior. After Alan’s death in 1970, the Good family instituted the Alan 
Good Memorial Trophy for the most outstanding junior. Alan was a member of the 
H.L.T.C. for 20 years - holding office for 18 of those years, including 9 years as Captain 
and at the time of his death, Treasurer. He was involved in the junior coaching program 
for many years, and after his death, his mother, sister, and widow donated $200 
towards a perpetual memorial. His brother-in-law presented a shield on which the name 
of the most outstanding junior each year was to be inscribed. The money still remaining 
in the Alan Good Memorial Trophy fund after 1984 was eventually spent on a seat, 
suitably plaqued and presented to the club by his wife Mrs. J. Good in 1999. 
 
Every year the juniors and their parents were entertained at a function at the Club and 
the trophy for the most improved was presented to him/her by the relevant coach. 
It was always a happy and successful celebration. 
 
In recognition of the services to the club by Bill Winter, Alan Good and Frank Iversen, 
the following have been installed in their memory:  

 a hot water service (Bill Winter) 
 a refrigerated water cooler (Alan Good) 
 a television set (Frank Iversen). 
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Competitive Tennis 
Back in 1932-33 both men’s and ladies’ teams were nominated to play matches on 
Saturday afternoons. The ladies finished runners up, while the men came fourth. The 
following year a ladies’ team was nominated to play in a Thursday afternoon 
competition, but had little success. It was not until 1935-36 that the ladies had some 
success, unfortunately losing in the Grand Final. A team played again in the following 
year but also lost – this time in a semi-final. After this, enthusiasm for matches dropped 
away and it was not until 1954-55 that thought was given to joining the Metropolitan 
Grass Court Competition which played matches on Saturday afternoons. Both ladies’ 
and men’s teams were nominated. After several years with little success, enthusiasm 
once again dropped away and 1957-58 saw the end of competition tennis for many 
years.  
 
It was not until 1989-90 that thought was once more given to nominating a men’s team 
in the Metropolitan Saturday morning competition. Success came in 1990-91 when the 
team won the division 4B premiership. 
 
A team was nominated again in 1992-93 and was successful in winning the Division 5 
premiership. However, enthusiasm dropped off once again, and 1993-94 saw the end of 
competitive play once again. 
 
Since then the Club has essentially catered for those players who are no longer 
interested in the competitive side of play but who enjoy a social game of tennis free of 
the tension and pressure associated with competition, and who at the end of the day, 
enjoy the companionship of other Club members in a relaxed, social and welcoming 
atmosphere. 
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13. Some information of interest. 
 
1. The silver sugar bowl which is regularly used at tea and coffee time was donated by 
Miss. J. Ringwood, a member from 1954-1964.  
 
2. In 1941, new gates to the entrance to the Price Memorial Oval were opened by Mrs. 
John Price in the presence of the Governor of South Australia, Sir Malcolm Barclay- 
Harvey.  
 
3. The two main entrance doors to the club house came from my pharmacy at Norwood. 
After a remodelling of the pharmacy in 1966 they became surplus and on speaking with 
the builder he said they would be ideal for the job. They would be at least 65 years old 
now. In addition, the large framed mirror on the eastern wall also came as a result of 
this remodelling. 
 
4. Mr D. Gordon was both an active and non-active member from 1966-1979. He 
constructed the large green notice board, the original championship board with beaten 
brass signage and the small sliding glass door cabinet in the kitchen area and 
presented them to the Club. These were all items that were necessary in a new club 
building. 
 
5. The centre strap net holders (three for each court) were made and donated by 
Mr W. King, a member from 1972-1980. They were made from stainless steel and were 
cemented in place by Club members. 
 
6. In my research I discovered two interesting letters written by Reverend Luck 
(Principal of Luringa School) written in 1942 and 1944. Luringa School was located in 
the Westbourne Park Methodist Church (now the Uniting Church) located on the corner 
of Monmouth Road and Sussex Terrace. As it turns out, three of our members (Mr. M. 
Lamshed, Mr. G. Dyer and Mr. P. Basedow) attended this school at some stage of their 
education. 
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7. In the very early days, and even when I joined, the ladies always provided a plate of 
afternoon tea each Saturday. They were yummy times! 
 
8. The first drink dispenser that the Club used was a Coca Cola machine where the 
bottles of Coke stood in cold water. The water was kept cold by refrigeration. It was not 
entirely satisfactory so the next step was to hire a refrigerator from Coca Cola - Halls. 
This ran for a number of years until hire costs and power costs forced the Committee to 
purchase its own refrigerator. As time went by, bottle capacity became a problem so the 
Club eventually ended up with three units. These were all sold off and a deluxe unit and 
freezer were purchased thanks to the efforts of Mr. Leith Bell. 
 
9. Members may have noticed a piece of timber close to the ceiling on the western wall. 
That is where a white sheet was attached to act as a screen for the picture evenings 
which were often held in the clubroom. The Club would hire a film, projector and 
speakers. The projector was operated from the kitchen bench from between the two 
Hufcor doors while the speakers were strategically located in the clubroom. Alan Good 
was the authorised projectionist. Supper was provided by members at a half time 
interval. At full time everyone went home after an enjoyable evening. 
 
10. Name tags in the bar were found necessary when members purchased a bottle of 
wine or champagne. I made these by cutting the shape out of 100mm plastic piping then 
decorating and adding the names. 
 
11. In the late 1980’s a number of members were patronising both the Bowling Club and 
the Cricket Club for their “refreshments”. The Committee decided that some thought 
should be given to the Club obtaining its own liquor licence. After considerable 
discussion at the A.G.M. the “go ahead” was given and the licence was obtained in 
1990. The actual site for the new bar provided further discussion and eventually the 
south eastern corner of the club room was chosen. The liquor authorities required the 
Club to nominate four outlets from which supplies would be purchased; these were Le 
Grog, Torrens Arms Hotel, Edinburgh Hotel and Fullarton Cellars. On behalf of the bar 
manager (Milton Lamshed) I purchased most supplies from Le Grog which provided 
several cartons of West End Draught at no charge as an incentive to purchase from 
them. Eventually the liquor laws changed and the Club now purchases its supplies from 
a wide range of providers. 
 
7.  In 1980 Mr J Mulcahy presented a sample of synthetic grass to the Committee, 
together with advice that the cost of laying two synthetic courts would be of the order of 
$36,000. In 2002 Mr P Cheney proposed that two all-weather courts be installed. In 
2012, I provided samples and pricing (around $72,000) for the installation of two 
synthetic grass courts. A sub-Committee to look at the proposal was to be formed, but 
its formation lapsed. So, the possibility of replacing two of the lawn courts with a 
synthetic/all-weather playing surface has been around for almost 35 years! 
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14. Tennis Balls, Nets and Racquets 
 

Tennis balls 
While going through some old correspondence, I came across a number of 
advertisements that made interesting reading. One was from Clarkson Ltd., sent out 
during 1936, drawing attention to a new tennis ball called the “Blue Spot”. Evidently, 
several district and pennant players who had experimented with different grades of ball 
had decided that the “Blue Spot” was the best. The price was twelve shillings a dozen, 
plus 5% sales tax. Taking into account the value of money then and now, the dozen ball 
price today is very reasonable. There was however no record of the club having 
purchased this brand of ball. 
 
A similar advertisement was also received during 1936 from the Dunlop Rubber 
Company. In addition to its lawn tennis ball, Dunlop hoped to introduce the “Dunlop Fort 
Ball” suitable for hard court play as it had a double life cover. Beneath the surface was a 
base cloth woven with an especially rough construction. After the top surface was worn 
down the rough base cloth took over the responsibility to carry on - so you got a double 
life ball. No price was mentioned and I wonder whether it ever took on.  
 
Correspondence in 1958 from Tom Warhurst (a Davis Cup player in his day and the 
Spalding representative) mentioned an entirely new tennis ball with the following 
features: 

1. New Elasta-Power Core, scientifically impregnated with a secret solution exclusive to 
Spalding. 

2. This ensured retention of compression and greater durability of play. 
3. New Ny-Weave Cover for longer life and play. 
4. New Arctic White Finish – the brightest white ever for greater visibility in play. 

I do not recall whether the club ever took up the offer to purchase these new balls. 
 
The number of good brands of balls has not changed that much over the years. The 
club has tried out most – the main ones being Dunlop, Spalding, Slazenger, Wilson etc. 
- but has always come back to Slazenger as being most suitable on our courts. 
 
Improvements have been made to tennis balls though, Slazenger as with other brands 
changed from white to yellow base cloth some 20 years ago. The next improvement 
was to have the yellow cloth colour adjusted for “high visibility”. This was followed later 
by the revolutionary “Hydroguard Ultra Vis” cloth that offers players the dual benefits of 
a ball that is 70% more water resistant combined with a 17% brighter cloth for ultra 
visibility. These tennis balls are manufactured with Slazenger’s strict specifications by 
Dunlop Slazenger Philippines.  
 
Back in the 1930’s, the club purchased its tennis balls from R. V. Thomas, a sports 
store located in Rundle Street. During the Second World War (1939-45), tennis balls 
were often difficult to obtain- not only were rubber supplies being re-directed to the war 
effort, but much of the raw material came from areas occupied by the Japanese. Often a 
can of balls had to survive four or more Saturdays of use. 
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By the 1950’s, R.V. Thomas became Thomas and Rowe. David Rowe, a partner and a 
junior champion player in his day compiled with Mr. Thomas a book on the 
fundamentals of “Lawn Tennis” which I still have a copy of. I built up a good business 
relationship with David and was able to purchase balls for the club at a very competitive 
price. In addition, he always took back the used balls, again at a very good price, up to 
one dollar each. However changes were on the way and the firm was soon to be known 
as Rowe and Jarman. With the change, the new company decided that selling second 
hand balls was not for them, so the club had to look elsewhere. During the last 10 -15 
years, members have been pleased to purchase some, but the bulk have been sold to 
several local professional tennis coaches.  
 
In the 1993-94 season thought was given to re-use some of the surplus used balls and 
save on the cost of new ones. So four “Ball Mates” were purchased. The “Ball Mate” 
was a special cylinder in which three balls were placed and its cap then screwed on. 
Tennis balls lose their factory internal pressure in two ways: 

1. by natural leakage after removal from the original pressurised can 
2. by forced leakage caused by hard smashes with a tennis racquet. 

By placing the tennis balls into the “Ball Mate” they are surrounded with approximately 
14 pounds per square inch pressure during storage, preventing natural outward leakage 
and causing slow reverse leakage back into the ball. Theoretically, the life of the tennis 
ball would be prolonged because bounce and liveliness would be retained. However, 
after a trial of some weeks members reverted back to the use of new grass court balls 
each Saturday. The “Ball Mates” are still stored in the ball cupboard. 
 

Nets 
Prior to 1980, nets were always a problem. The cordage was always breaking, and the 
canvas tapes perishing. Most seasons saw the repair of at least one net, by a company 
called “Murdoch’s”. They were also re-tarred after repairs had been carried out, and 
initially one had to be careful not to get tar on one’s clothes. 
 
In 1980, the Committee decided to purchase four new net at the cost of just over $400. 
They were a superior English tennis net and are still in general use (although two new 
nets were purchased through a State government grant several years ago). Very few 
repairs have been carried out on the 1980 purchases in the 34 years they have been in 
service.  Again in looking through the old records, in 1936 Clarkson’s Ltd. sent out a 
circular depicting four types of tennis net. These were: 

1. the single mesh 
2. the half double mesh top 
3. the full double mesh top 
4. the full double mesh top and centre mesh 

No prices were quoted, but I do recall that in the late 1940’s and early 1950’s the club 
used several half double mesh nets. Also in 1936, Colton Palmer and Preston (which 
was in Currie Street) sent out a circular advertising tennis nets. These were made of a 
special very heavy weight tarred Italian hemp cord with a double mesh top and heavy 
quality duck band and a flexible steel wire headline. The price: thirty nine shillings and 
sixpence plus 4% sales tax less 2.5% less for cash. 
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Tennis Racquets 
Again in 1936 a letter was received from A.G. Pritchard – a manufacturer’s 
representative, introducing a most satisfactory racquet “the Power Plus”. If this racquet 
was strung with “Edwards Extra Special Brand” gut it would cost sixty shillings, if strung 
with “Edwards Special Brand Gut”, it would cost fifty six shillings, and with “Edwards 
Acrovite Brand Gut” it would cost fifty four shillings. The name on the strings was a 
positive guarantee that the quality of gut desired would be supplied. 
 
The Power Plus racquet could be obtained in oval or flat top shape and fitted with a 
patented adjustable balance. Critics agreed that it was the most striking racquet seen 
on the tennis court for many years. 
 
After World War 2, numerous other brands of racquets became available - all wooden 
framed of course, with Spalding Top Flite, Oliver Blue Bird, Frank Sedgman, Alexander, 
Dunlop Maxply) and Wilson (Tony Trabert autographed) being common names.  After 
use, you would always put your wooden frame racquet in a tennis press to prevent it 
from warping.  Examples are hanging in the clubroom on display. 
 

 
Wooden Dunlop Maxply and Wilson Tennis Racquets showing wooden frames 

 
Over the next 50 years, outstanding progress was made in racquet construction, with 
aluminium, graphite and fibre glass combinations, oversize heads being a few of the 
advances made. 
 
The traditional gut has been replaced with synthetic strings which will stand up to the 
power game of many of the present day players. 
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15. Amenities 
When I first joined the Club in 1942-43, amenities were few and far between. There was 
only a galvanised tin structure of 2 enclosed sections (8 ft. X 8ft.) with a 10ft. X 8ft. 
open area in the middle; basically a shelter. 
 
Meetings were held in the homes of Committee members, with the A.G.M. being held in 
either the Hawthorn Bowling Club or the Westbourne Park Methodist Church hall (now 
the Uniting Church). Three wooden 6ft. seats fixed to the ground and a brush shelter 
provided the only seats available at the courts. As a result of this shortage of seating, 
the Committee authorised Mr. Whittle to purchase several seats. Finding nothing 
suitable, he constructed four garden type seats to provide more comfortable seating for 
members. These are still in use. With the re-location of the courts in 1960, a garage 
type club house was purchased. Being totally enclosed, the Club began to provide more 
amenities - a sixpence in the slot cool drink machine (later replaced with a refrigerator). 
When the present brick clubhouse was finished and opened in 1967, the Club began to 
provide more and more amenities for the Club members. 
 
Over the next 10 years, a Championship Board, a kitchen wall unit, a refrigerated water 
cooler, a hot water service, and an automatic watering system were all installed. This 
was followed later by the purchase of a barbecue, new tables and chairs, installation of 
four ceiling fans and new curtains. 
 
By 1992, a phone service was in operation, a Bonaire air conditioner installed and a 
radio cassette player purchased. Also a bar licence had been obtained, and so a bar 
area was built in the south east corner of the Club rooms. 
 
Over the next few years, a microwave oven, filtered drinking water unit, a P.A. system, 
and a T.V. were added to the list of amenities. 
 
Of late two wine barrel tables and bar chairs have been added, thanks to the generosity 
of Leith Bell for the wine barrel tables and Sandy Matz for several bar chairs, and the 
State government for a grant to purchase a range of Club house and court 
improvements. 
 
To further cater for members, a new pie warmer was purchased, a new barbecue and 
finally a deluxe drink refrigerator which replaced three smaller refrigerators which were 
nearing the end of their life. When one looks over the list of amenities, any new member 
must be impressed by the facilities that the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club can offer. 
 
Since the first edition of this document in 2006, a ‘food’ refrigerator, a new barbecue, a 
filtered refrigerated water cooler, new net posts and a second microwave oven (donated 
by Neil Wadrop) have been added to the Club’s amenities. These have all been entered 
onto a comprehensive spreadsheet which shows a full list of the Club’s assets, and 
which is now maintained by each incoming Committee.  
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16. Social Activities and visiting Clubs 
During the tennis season, many and varied social activities have always played an 
integral part of the Club’s calendar. The following is only a brief summary of what has 
taken place over the last 70 years. 
 
Around the 1930-40s, bridge evenings seem to have been the usual organised activity 
for members to meet socially. These were mostly held at the homes of various 
members. 
During and after the 2nd World War and up to 1949, very few functions were arranged 
contributing factors being lack of enthusiasm and finances by members. 
Over the next 14-15 years, beach picnics were a popular choice for members - Moana 
and Maslin beaches being the usual venues. These were interspersed with picture 
evenings and slide shows. 
 
I have a recollection of an incident on one occasion at Maslin Beach. Alan Good had 
lost his dentures in the surf so all present were summoned to search the foreshore for 
the missing “choppers”. Unfortunately we had no luck and for Alan it was rather an 
expensive day at the beach. 
 
From 1956, annual dinners began to become popular and in that year the dinner was 
held at the Buckingham Arms and in 1966 at the Flagstaff Hotel. Slide evenings were 
still well attended in the late 1960s as some members had taken trips to what seemed 
at the time to be exotic destinations. Beach picnics were still on the agenda – several 
being held at Aldinga Beach.  
 
The first reunion of present and past members took place on the 23rd of August 1968, 
and proved to be a most successful venture. At the time it was thought desirable to hold 
this more frequently, but it was not until 2000 that a similar event took place on the 
occasion of the 90th anniversary of the foundation of the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club. 
 
Often certain events remain in one’s mind. One occurred in 1969 when a mystery car 
drive was organised. Members were given clues to a mystery destination (Harrogate in 
the Adelaide Hills) in prose fashion. Those who became lost were able to open an 
envelope which gave instructions on how to proceed to the destination.  
 
Several other functions also remain in mind, such as wine tasting evenings, particularly 
those where the wines were auctioned off after the tastings were completed. Much 
hilarity took place as auctioneer Peter Stone obtained the best prices. At another 
excellent evening members placed orders for wines totalling $3,500 – the wines were 
excellent, the prices good and the convenor rubbed his hands with joy. 
 
The following five years were not quite as socially active but included several bingo 
evenings, mystery dinners and a most successful lamington drive organised by Mrs. 
Kay Loebel in the 1977-78 season. 
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A “shipwreck night” was another outstanding function in the 1979-80 season producing 
a profit of $287 – an excellent result for the time. 
 
The 1980s saw the introduction of various breakfasts – chicken and champagne, egg 
and bacon, pancakes and champagne on Sunday mornings. Wine and cheese tastings 
became popular again as well as visits to the Mannum property of Mr. and Mrs. Graham 
Cox. End of season dinners were also held at various venues. During the 1990s, 
champagne breakfasts were still one of the most popular events followed by various 
wine and food functions.  A new venture was a “Cakewalk” where members gathered at 
the Club house for pre-dinner drinks, walked to a local venue (such as the Torrens Arms 
Hotel) for an evening meal and then walked back to the Club for coffee, cake and port. 
The early 2000s saw a similar pattern of activities – “Cakewalks”, Christmas buffets and 
end of season dinners at suitable venues. A second reunion to mark the 90th 
anniversary of the Club was held in January 2000, and was attended by some 60 odd 
past and present members as well as the Mayoress of Mitcham. 
 
Of course, the most well patronised of any event during the years was and still is the 
Christmas Buffet held at our Club room. The Christmas meal of meat and salads 
followed by plum pudding with “Brian’s special brandy sauce” and a visit by Santa Claus 
have all contributed to make this one of our best  and most anticipated annual functions. 
 
The 40th anniversary of the opening of the Clubroom was celebrated during the 2007-8 
season, and was followed in the 2009-10 season with a special event honouring the 
Club’s 100th season.  
 
The Committee attempted to contact as many past members as it could to invite them to 
an afternoon tea with present members at the Clubroom; invitations were sent to 135 
past members, and almost 50 attended a most enjoyable occasion. Old friendships 
were renewed and “tales of yore and past glories” were shared over a delightful 
afternoon tea catered for by present Club members. Two centenary photographs taken 
on the day have been hung in the Clubroom, with the names of those attending written 
on the rear of each.  

 

Visiting Social Clubs 
Back in the 1980s, one of our members Dennis Hand (who was employed by the 
Education Department) was transferred to Manoora. To keep in touch, he arranged for 
his local Manoora tennis team to play against the Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club. 
 
This proved quite successful, and so the H.L.T.C. reciprocated the following year. 
These visits went on for a number of years until enthusiasm dropped off and the 
visitations were cancelled. The Netherby Tennis Club has also been invited to play on a 
number of occasions over the years.  In 2013-2014 we had a successful visit from 
members from Unley Park Tennis Club where several of our members play during the 
winter months on a synthetic grass surface. 
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17. Club Champions (1963/64 - 2008/09) 
 
Season  Mens doubles  Ladies Doubles Mixed Doubles 
 
1963/64  E.Pointon    B.Brice  No Competition 
  B.Smallacombe  R.Hoyle 
 
1964/65  C.Ellis    L.Down   E.Flitton 
  B.Arnold    E.Flitton   B.Smallacombe 
 
1965/66  E.Pointon    J.Eddy   R.Hoyle 
  B.Smallacombe   P.Beale   A.Good 
 
1966/67  I.Gordon    B.Brice   B.Brice 
  D.Gordon    R.Scrutton   D.Gordon 
 
1967/68  B.Mildren    B.Brice   R.Scrutton 
  B.Smallacombe   R.Scrutton   B.Mildren 
 
1968/69  B.Mildren    B.Brice   B.Brice 
  B.Smallacombe   R.Scrutton   B.Smallacombe 
 
1969/70  B.Mildren    B.Brice   B.Brice 
  B.Smallacombe   R.Scrutton   B.Smallacombe 
 
1970/71  B.Mildren    J.Eddy   R.Scrutton 
  B.Smallacombe   P.Beale   B.Mildren 
 
1971/72  K.Clapp    H.Brennard   B.Mosey 
  R.Teague    B.Mosey   B.Smallacombe 
 
1972/73  B.Mildren    P.Prideaux   M.Livesey 
  B.Smallacombe   B.Lee    B.Mildren 
 
1973/74  B.Mildren    D.Day   K.Loebel 
  B.Smallacombe   D.Todd   B.Smallacombe 
 
1974/75  B.Mildren    D.Day   M.Livesey 
  B.Smallacombe   D.Todd   B.Mildren 
 
1975/76  L.Gray    P.Prideaux   J.Milne 
  D.Milne    B.Lee     D.Milne 
 
1976/77  T Reid    J.Milne   J.Milne 
  D.Milne    M.Lamshed   D.Milne 
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Season  Mens Doubles   Ladies Doubles  Mixed Doubles 
 
1977/78  T.Reid    K.Reid   J.Milne 
  D.Milne    J.Maloney   D.Milne 
 
1978/79  D.Milne    K.Reid   M.Oldfield 
  D.Maegraith    J.Maloney   J.Mulcahy 
 
1979/80  D.Milne    J.Milne   J.Milne 
  D.Maegraith    M.Swan   R.Strunk 
 
1980/81  D.Milne    J.Milne   M.Maegraith 
  D.Maegraith    M.Maegraith   D.Milne 
 
1981/82  J.Mulcahy    J.Milne   M.Swan 
  T.Reid    M.Swan   D.Milne 
 
1982/83  D.Milne    J.Milne   M.Oldfield 
  D.Maegraith    L.Stone   T.Reid 
 
1983/84  D.Milne    J.Milne   L.Stone 
  D.Maegraith    L.Stone   D.Milne 
 
1984/85  D.Milne    P.Mace   L.Emery 
  D.Maegraith    J.Milne   D.Milne 
 
1985/86  W.Feutrill    P.Cox   M.Lovelock 
  R.Monypeney   K.Loebel   D.Milne 
 
1986/87  D.Milne    J.Milne   L.Emery 
  D.Maegraith    L.Emery   D.Milne 
 
1987/88  G.Cox    L.Cock   J.Milne 
  D.Milne    J.Milne   J.Mulcahy 
 
1988/89  B.Mildren    B.Attrill   K.Loebel 
  J.Mulcahy    J.Milne   D.Milne 
 
1989/90  W.Feutrill    M.Jones   J.Milne 
  T.Reid    J.Milne   D.Milne 
 
1990/91  D.Milne    J.Milne   M.Jones 
  W.Russon    D.Smalley   W.Feutrill 
 
1991/92  D.Milne    P.Mace   L.Emery 
  W.Russon    J.Milne   W.Feutrill 
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Season  Mens Doubles   Ladies Doubles  Mixed Doubles 
 
1992/93  G.Roberts    T.Cox    L.Emery 
  S.Wilson    M.Swan   W.Feutrill 
 
1993/94  D.Milne    L.Emery   M.Swan 
  J.Mulcahy    T.McLean   D.Milne 
 
1994/95  D.McCarthy    M.Jenkins   L.Emery 
  D.Milne    D.Smalley   D.Milne 
 
1995/96  D.McCarthy    No Competition  J.Milne 
  D.Milne       D.Milne 
 
1996/97  L.Bell     J.Milne   K.Rogers 
  J.Mulcahy    K.Rogers   D.Milne 
 
1997/98  G.Durbridge    C.Cousins   P.Mace 
  I.Morony    M.Pedler   J.Mulcahy 
 
1998/99  B.Mildren    K.Rogers   A.Fitzpatrick 
  L.Bell     S.Matz   L.Bell 
 
1999/00  R.Stone    K.Rogers   C.Connell 
  P.Cock    H.Ogilvy   I.Morony 
 
2000/01  R.Holding   L.Emery   C.Cousins 
  D.McCarthy    C.Cousins   J.Mulcahy 
 
2001/02  G.Dyer    C.Wilson   M.Swan 
  I.Morony    C.Giles   B.Mildren 
 
2002/03  B.Fuss    C.Giles   C.Giles 
  P.Cheney    G.Hogg   J.Haub 
 
2003/04  J.Mulcahy    M.Swan   C.Giles 
  J.Haub    C.Wilson   G.Durbridge 
 
2004/05  J.Mulcahy    L.Emery   C.Connell 
  P.Basedow    B.Simnovec   J.Mulcahy 
 
2005/6 D.Grady   M.McCarthy  P.Yates 
  R.Stone   I.Tons   J.Mulcahy 
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Season  Mens Doubles   Ladies Doubles  Mixed Doubles 
 
2006/7 S.Girardi   M.Swan  H.Heron 
  P.Basedow   S.Matz  P.Cock   
 
2007/8 D.Grady   C.Travers  P.Yates 
  R.Plane   B.Simnovec  P.Cock 
 
2008/9 D.Grady   C.Travers  H.Heron 
  P.Basedow   A.Fitzpatrick  S.Girardi 
 
 

Club Championships were discontinued at the end of the 2008/09 season. 
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18. Conclusion 
As new Committees are elected, and make plans for the coming season, it becomes a 
challenge to organise activities that are appealing - perhaps novel - to stimulate and 
hold the interests of members. I certainly hope that the Club’s long-standing social 
dimension will continue into the future as it has done over the past 70 years. 
 
In the preceding pages I have endeavoured to give a short history of the Tennis Club 
and its surrounds. The Price Memorial Oval complex, of which our club is an integral 
part, has seen many sports in its 100 or so years - bowls, tennis, croquet, hockey, 
rugby, soccer, football, lacrosse, cricket and baseball. However the following letter 
written in 1944 shows that it had another use. 
 

 
 
We must not forget that The Club has been in existence since 1910-11 and it is not 
possible to cover every conceivable event that has taken place over those years. But I 
hope I have given sufficient information to offer an appreciation of what past members 
have done to make The Club what it is today. I must not forget the many ordinary Club 
members who over the years have demonstrated their support and loyalty, which have 
enabled the club to survive into the 21st century. At the administrative level, the Club 
has had the good fortune to be supported by numerous capable and keen Office and 
Committee members which has resulted in the financial stability of the Club.         Brian 
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* 

19. Life away from the tennis courts – from John Mulcahy. 
 
I can only speak of my own years at Hawthorn Lawn Tennis Club and I have to say that 
in addition to the competitiveness and banter on the courts this club has always been 
very strong socially.  
 
In 2001 a small group of players, faced with retirement, decided to try that other 
agonising ball game called golf.  
 
Since then, more tennis players have retired and we have seen our numbers grow. The 
“Weredigo Golf Club” now boasts five HLTC current or former presidents among the 
golfing group. The same competitiveness and banter still exists and I firmly believe that 
the camaraderie established at HLTC is a major factor in the cohesiveness of this 
group.  
 
We will strive to meet the challenge until the aching bodies tell us to stop. 
 


